
 

  

The Upper Darshill Mills, Darshill Hamlet, Darshill 
The Darshill Factory (now demolished), Lower Silk Mill and Lower Mill House 

Top: Early 20th century, Darshill Hamlet with the Darshill Factory and millpond, courtesy Darshill and 
Bowlish Conservation Society 

Above: 2019, Lower Silk Mill from the west, Sheppey River centre right  



 

  

The two mills on the River Sheppey at Darshill 

Hamlet in the Parish of Shepton Mallet are shown 

above on the 1885 OS map. The mill furthest 

upstream known as the Darshill Factory in the 19th 

and early 20th centuries  was fed by an extensive 

millpond.  It was still standing although derelict 

until 1975 when it was demolished. In  2000 the 

site was developed into residential housing. The 

neighbouring mill now known as the Lower Silk 

Mill stands only 100 metres (110 yards) 

downstream to the west and was fed by a short 

leat rising from the river just below the tail race of 

the Factory (see above). Adjoining the Lower Silk 

Mill at its northern end is a Georgian dwelling 

house known in the 19th-early 20th century as 

Lower Mill House. The Lower Silk Mill premises 

and the Mill House were developed for residential 

housing in 2000 and the latter is now called the 

Mill Master’s House.   

 

The two mills at Upper Darshill were not only  

closely linked through their waterways but were 

also in the same ownership and worked 

synergistically for much of their industrial life.  

Unfortunately, their 19th century history has been 

confused by the later application of “Middle” and 

“Lower” to their names.   

 

The map produced by the Hippisley survey in 

1852 for the Wells to Shepton Turnpike Road (see 

below) shows all four of the working mills in the 

Darshill Valley and their geographic position. They 

are named in order (downstream to upstream) by 

the 1833 Factories Commission Report as: Lower, 

Middle and two at Upper Darshill1. By the 1850s 

the Lower and Middle Darshill Mills were in ruins, 

the former through fire and the latter through 

redundancy (see separate discussion of Lower 

and Middle Darshill Mills). By the 20th century the 

two Upper Darshill Mills had acquired the names 

of Middle and Lower.  As a result, historical 

information belonging to the pre-existing Middle  

Above: 1885 OS Map, Lower Silk Mill circled in red on left, Lower Mill House circled in 
blue,   Darshill Factory circled in red on right, direction of River Sheppey flow blue arrow 

Above: 1852 Edwin Hippisley survey of the proposed route for the Wells to Shepton Turnpike Road (hatched pink) 
showing the sites of the Darshill Valley Mills circled in red, Wells Turnpike Trust, SHC D/R/WEL/89 
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and Lower Darshill Mills has been mistakenly 

applied to the Upper Darshill mills. In this 

discussion, the two related mills at Upper Darshill 

are referred to as the Factory and the Lower Silk 

Mill (see right).  

 

The Darshill Valley where the two Upper Darshill 

Mills are situated is narrow and steep sided, a 

mere 50 metres (55 yards) wide at the bottom 

with sides sharply rising to 150 metres on the 

north and 130 metres on the south. Access to the 

river in this position before the construction of 

the Turnpike Road (A371) in the 1850s would have 

been difficult. There was no direct route from the 

south but the mill site was linked to the Old Wells 

Road by the old route through Middle Mill (see 

Middle Mill). To the north it is linked to Ham Lane 

(the old King’s Highway to Croscombe) by the 

steep and narrow Back Lane.  

 

Despite the challenges of its topography, by the 

1820s the mill site at Upper Darshill included the 

two mills with the millpond, an excellent dwelling  

house and five good tenements with gardens for 

mill workers. It was advertised to clothiers as 

being as compact as any in the trade with a great 

power of water and the advantage of 

manufacturing and finishing every step from the 

raw material to the cloth within sight of the 

“counting house”2.  
 

The Lower Silk Mill  

The “L” shaped Lower Silk Mill building is Grade II 

listed (see listing right) and although the building 

date is suggested as c1800, no definitive dating 

features were identified either at listing or in a 

building recording carried out by Hollinrake in 

1998 prior to renovation3. It is built of roughly 

coursed local limestone rubble which is now 

rendered. In 1822, the two possibly three storied 

fulling mill had an overshot wheel 12 ft in 

diameter at the south eastern corner of the 

building3,4. Along with the neighbouring Factory it  

was converted to silk production in about 1824 

and remained working with water power alone 

for its life as a silk mill. The silk mill closed in 1929 

and was sold in 1933 for £360 with the rest of the 

    

 

 

 

Above: 1852, Lower Silk Mill & Lower Mill House (red 
circle left) with Darshill Factory & pond (red circle right), 

Wells Turnpike Trust, SHC D/R/WEL/89 
 
 site to Frederick Bennett owner of the Anglo 

Trading Estate Limited and Anglo Cyder5. In 1939 

their cider business was transferred from the 

Anglo site on Pike Hill to the Lower Silk Mill from 

where it operated as Anglo Apple Mills Ltd until 

production ceased in the 1960s. The building was 

sold in 1980 and developed as a builders’ 

merchant before being sold again in 1999 and 

converted into housing by 2000.  

 

HER LISTING for Lower Silk Mill, Wells Rd, Darshill  
20015: HER number:1058427; Grade II (1984) 
 
Mill, now warehouse. Circa 1800. Rendered, 
squared quoins, modern pantile roof. "L" plan. 2-
storeys, 5-bays to facade at right angles to Darshill. 
Square head doorway, C20 door flanked by modern 
casement. Mullion windows of 2- and 3-lights to 
first floor, having no mouldings, all blocked except 
that to right. Flanking wing at right angles to this 
front of similar size, with same type of mullion 
windows. Further mullion windows on right return 
to Darshill. Wing to rear having early C19 doorcase 
consisting of triangular pediment on Ionic pilasters. 
Probably former millhouse.  
 
 

Above: c1998 Lower Silk Mill before redevelopment, 
western elevation, SHC A/AWI 174 



 

  The Darshill Factory 

The Darshill Factory at Upper Darshill (see cover) 

was arguably the most iconic building in the 

Darshill Valley after the Lower Darshill Mill burnt 

down in 1843.  It was constructed with coursed 

limestone rubble and consisted of a basement 

with three floors above and a loft over4.  A late 18th 

to early 19th century building date for the Factory 

has been suggested but no definitive evidence 

was found on buildings recording in 19966.  A two 

storey building was added adjacent to the wheel 

housing on the north gable end of the factory by 

at least 1820 providing on-site accommodation 

for senior milling staff (see below right).  The mill 

was powered by an overshot water wheel 12 feet 

in diameter and a 4-horsepower steam engine for 

use during the low water levels of Summer was 

added by 18331,4.  The millpond had the capacity 

to hold 25,000 hogsheads (over three million 

gallons) of standing water from the River Sheppey 

supplemented by several permanent springs 

rising from the northern side of the valley4.  In the 

late 19th century or early 20th century the wheels 

of both mills were replaced by water powered 

turbines7.   

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Darshill Factory prior to 1975, south-west 
elevation; courtesy John Rossiter  

Above: Darshill Factory prior to 1975 north-east 
elevation; courtesy John Rossiter  

 

Above: 20th century, Lower Silk Mill complex, Upper Darshill from the south east showing mill building left and 
Lower Mill House on right; courtesy John Rossiter 



 

  

The Factory closed with the Lower Silk Mill in 1929 

and was sold to Frederick Bennett in 1933 (see 

previously). It slowly became derelict until it was 

demolished with the three adjacent workers’ 

cottages in 1975 and the site sold in 1983. In 2000 

it was sold for development into housing and the 

semidetached Millstones and Mulberry House 

were completed in 2002 (see right).  

 

The Lower Mill House (Mill Master’s House) 

Lower Mill House now Mill Master’s House stands 

at the north east corner of the Lower Silk Mill 

building (below right and previous page).  It is of 

two storeys,  double piled and built of rendered 

local limestone rubble and may have been linked 

to the adjacent mill by an arched passage3.  It has 

a mid 18th century door surround (see listing)  but 

no other features were identified to definitively 

date the building when surveyed by the SVBRG 

(2019). The front wall and east gable of the south 

facing pile of the house are unusually thick and 

could indicate an early construction date for that 

part of the house.  
 

It was advertised to let by Joseph Pippet (see later) 

in 18018 and was described then as a “very good” 

dwelling house having two parlours, two kitchens, 

a good pantry and cellar, seven rooms above 

stairs, a gig house and stabling for two horses. It 

was used as a residence for owners until the 1850s 

and then let until at least 1911 if not 1933 when it 

was sold with the mills. Thereafter It was 

converted to non-domestic use by subsequent 

owners (see previously). In 1999 the derelict 

building was bought with the Lower Silk Mill and 

by late 2000 converted into two semidetached 

properties and called the Mill Master’s House. 

 

18th century mills at Upper Darshill 

The earliest documentary evidence found for cloth 

manufacture at Upper Darshill is from the 1780s. 

An estate map produced for the Rev’d Dr Lovell 

the owner of Ham Manor Farm in 178810, 

accurately shows Back Lane with the upper part of 

Darshill Hamlet. What appears to be a millpond 

with adjacent building possibly a mill (see right) is 

shown on the River Sheppey in a position which  

 

Above: 2019, Lower Mill House now Mill Master’s 
House  

Above: 2019, Millstones left and Mulberry House right,  
north-east elevation. The retaining wall of the mill 

pond  shown at  bottom left marks the position of the 
eastern wall of the Factory  

Above: 1788 Lovell Estate Map10 showing with 
possible mill and mill pond at Upper Darshill circled in 

red. Ham Manor Farm shown in upper right corner 



  correlates with the site of the Upper Darshill mills.  

Map detail is limited as this area was outside the 

boundary of the Lovell Estate. The settlement 

along Back Lane appears well developed on the 

map suggesting an already established cloth 

industry by this date and in 1791 Collinson11 

reported that the hamlet of Darsel (Darshill) in the 

Parish of Shepton Mallet contained 25 houses.  

 

The mill site at Upper Darshill  may well be the one 

advertised to let in a Bristol newspaper of 178212 

described as a dye house with an Indigo Mill 

containing furnaces and vats, a business that had 

been established for “more than thirty years past” 

and situated at Darshill “within ten minutes walk” 

of Shepton Mallet. It adds that the tenant could 

also be accommodated with an adjoining mill for 

“scouring wool etc” and a dwelling house. This 

suggests that the cloth industry in Upper Darshill 

was established by the 1750s, a date which 

correlates with the only surviving dateable feature 

on the site today, the decorative door surround of 

the Lower Mill House.  

 

The land on which the mills and Darshill Hamlet 

were built was part of the Manor of Shepton 

Mallet under the Overlordship of the Abbey of St 

Mary at Glastonbury until the Dissolution. By 1495 

half the Manor was granted to the Duchy of 

Cornwall. For most of the 16th century it was 

effectively controlled by the King’s Exchequer 

until the start of the Stuart dynasty when the 

Duchy lands were again controlled by the 

incumbent Prince of Wales. With the exception of 

the Interregnum (1649-1660) the Duchy of 

Cornwall  retained ownership of its property in 

Shepton Mallet although by the 18th century much 

of its land in the Upper Darshill Valley including 

the mill site was converted to freehold tenure. The 

names of two landholders  stand out with respect 

to the development of the mills  in the second half 

of the 18th century; Joseph Pippet and his family 

of Croscombe and Darshill and Baker Broughton of 

Bowlish.  
 

c1790-1805: Baker Broughton clothier of 

Bowlish, owner  

 

 

Baker Broughton (1749-1801) was the son of 

John Broughton a wealthy mercer and clothier of 

Old Bowlish House and his wife Elizabeth Baker 

(see Old Bowlish House). After being apprenticed 

to the clothier John Minifie of Shepton Mallet, 

Baker  entered partnership in the early 1770s 

with John Baker an established linen and woollen 

draper of Shepton Mallet and probably a 

relative. In 1779 he established himself as a 

clothier and after his father’s retirement in 1781 

became proprietor of Old Bowlish House, its 

associated cloth workshops and Bowlish Mill 

(see Old Bowlish House). He engaged actively in 

the mortgage and property markets in Shepton 

Mallet and the surrounding area .  

 

In the 1790 survey of the Duchy’s Manor of 

Shepton Mallet13, Baker Broughton is listed as 

proprietor of  the freehold land in Upper Darshill 

numbered 474 (see Duchy map next page) which 

includes the area of the Darshill Factory and 

millpond as well as the cottages on the south 

side of Back Lane. It is probably not surprising 

that he had invested in a second  clothing 

manufactory considering it was close to Bowlish 

and bordering his existing property.  
 

Baker  Broughton Esq died in 1801 while visiting   

 

 

Origin of the name “Darshill” 
 

The name is most  probably derived from the place  
“Durkeshale near Shepton Mallet”  which occurs in 
a 13th century Glastonbury survey (See Middle 
Mill). The first element  “Durkes-“  is a personal 
name of the landholder to which has been added 
the Old English -“halh” or “-hale” referring to a 
nook or recess within a valley or within a river 
bend. By 1611-1616 the name of the estate around 
Middle Darshill Mill (Darshill House) was known as 
Darkeshole and surrounding features included 
Darksole Meade, Darkshole Wood and Darkshole 
Hill. By the 1790s the names Darsole and Darsel 
were used on maps and in documents referring to 
the larger area now known as Darshill, and to the 
hamlet of Darshill.  

 
Courtesy Dr Michael Costen, Senior Research Fellow, 

Dept Anthropology & Archaeology, University of 
Bristol and author of “The Origins of Somerset” 

 

 



 

  

Lyme Regis in Dorset and was buried in Shepton 

Mallet. He was described in his obituary  as an 

“eminent clothier” but his Executors took 11 

years to untangle his estate and most was sold to 

pay debts. Auction of his deceased estate in 

180514 included the mill at Darshill  which was 

described as a substantial and newly erected 

water mill with workrooms and appurtenances at 

all times well supplied by water and situated 

conveniently about ¼ mile from Shepton Mallet. 

It is highly likely that this was the Darshill Factory 

and that it was bought by William Pippet who may 

well have been the tenant at the time.  

 

c1784-1850: The Pippet family of Darshill, 

tenants the owners  

The brothers Joseph (1772-1829) and William 

Pippet (1775-unknown) were born in Shepton 

Mallet the second and third sons of James Pippet 

and Ann Lambard. Both entered the cloth trade 

probably under the guidance of their uncle 

Joseph Pippet an established clothier who was 

listed in the 1784 issue of Bailey’s British 

Directory for Shepton Mallet. In 1790 Joseph 

Pippet although resident in Shepton Mallet held 

land and stables at Upper Darshill on the south 

side of the river13. In 1793 his older nephew 

Joseph Pippet was listed in Pigot’s Trade Directory 

as a clothier and in the mid 1790s either Joseph 

or his nephew bought the freehold of the Lower 

Mill and mill house at Upper Darshill from its 

owner Barnard Strode of Old Manor in Ham.  

 

In 1798 the younger Joseph Pippet  married Avis 

Giblett (1774-1841) daughter of John and Mary 

Giblett of Shepton Mallet and the couple settled 

into the Lower Mill House at Upper Darshill.  In 

1801 Joseph Pippet advertised the premises to let 

in which the Lower Mill House was described as 

were the workshops, a very large dyehouse  (see 

map right) and a good stream of water running 

through the same which “drives a scribbling and 

carding machine”8. It is tempting to think that 

there was continuity between the cloth dyeing 

business of 1782 and that of 1801.  

 

Between 1801 and 1808 Joseph and Avis Pippet  

lived in Chew Stoke in the Chew Valley where 

Joseph worked as a dyer or “colourman”. Three 

of their five children were born there between 

1804 and 1807; Mary Giblett, William and John 

Giblett Pippet. In 1808 Joseph was declared 

bankrupt9 and the family returned to Upper 

Darshill.  Two  sons George and James were born 

there in 1810 and 1813 respectively.  

 

In the Shepton Mallet Town Survey of 1811 

Joseph Pippet was proprietor of the Lower Mill 

and mill house while his brother William who was 

now resident in Croscombe, was proprietor of 

the Factory. The Pippet brothers appear to have 

worked the mills as a unit until they were leased 

to the clothier Thomas Gaite by 1818. During this 

period the dyehouse was converted into five 

workers’ cottages (see above) and under Gaite’s  

 

Above: 1790-1812 Duchy survey13, the area of  Baker 
Broughton’s holding (Number 474) is outlined in red  

Above: 1852 Possible site of the large dyehouse circled 
in red later converted to five cottages, now the site of 

Newbridge House. Wells Turnpike Trust survey of Upper 
Darshill, SHC D/R/WEL/89 

 



  management the mills were equipped with six 

scribbling and carding machines, four billies and 

seven spinning jennies15.  

 

By the early 1820s the woollen cloth business had 

become uneconomic and Joseph Pippet’s 

financial position became increasingly tenuous.  

Being unable to finance the conversion to silk, the 

Pippets advertised the fulling mill and factory for 

private sale or to let in November 1822 (see News 

extract right) and again in June 18234.  Their 

tenant Thomas Gaite surrendered his lease and 

advertised his equipment for sale in 1824. The  

Upper Darshill mills were successfully let to the 

silk manufacturer William Hardisty and his 

partners (see later) along with the leasehold  of 

the Middle Darshill Mill which had been acquired 

by the Pippets a short time previously (see Middle 

Mill).  

 

Joseph Pippet’s debt spiralled out of control and 

in July 1826 he was gaoled for three months.  

After release he became a wine merchant but 

died in February 1829 two days after the burial of 

his second son John Giblett Pippet at Croscombe.  

After Joseph’s death the Lower Mill and the mill 

house remained in the hands of his wife Avis 

Pippet until her death in 1841 after which it 

passed to their  eldest son William (1806-1890). 

The freehold of the Factory was acquired by 

William after his uncle William Pippet of 

Croscombe gave up the business soon after his 

brother’s death2.  

 

William Pippet Jnr grew up in the mill house at 

Upper Darshill and although his father had 

financial difficulties, they did not seem to affect 

William’s opportunities. He became a land 

surveyor/agent and married Eliza Sophia Moore 

(1811-1887) of Shepton Mallet in 1832. He 

worked at several large estates in Somerset 

before returning to Shepton Mallet for a short 

period during 1841 when his mother Avis died at 

her home in Great Gardens. He continued to 

manage the Pippet properties in Upper Darshill 

for rental income until about 1850 when he sold  

the Upper Darshill Mills to William and Thomas  

Phillips and Middle Darshill Mill was returned to 

Duchy control.   

 

By the end of the 1850s all three of Joseph and 

Avis Pippet’s surviving children had left Somerset 

permanently; William to Warwickshire, George 

to northern England (bank manager) and James 

to Melbourne, Australia (surveyor). 

 

1823-c1850: William Hardisty and the Nalder 

family, silk manufacturers, tenants of the 

Pippets 

The lease of the Upper Darshill Mills was 

advertised by the Pippets in both 1822 and 1823 

(see News extract above). It was finally taken up 

by William Hardisty (1783-1855) and his partners, 

silk manufacturers between 1823 and 1824.  
 

William Hardisty was born in Keighley, Yorkshire  

and joined the silk manufacturing industry in 

Halifax as a book keeper. He met and married his 

wife Sarah Fallding (1797-1852) in 1806 and their 

children Mary, Sarah, William and John were 

born in Halifax between 1807 and 1813. The 

opportunity to convert the failing woollen mills in 

the Shepton Mallet area to silk manufacture was 

the likely reason for Hardisty’s move to Darshill 

between 1813 and 1820.  The conversion of the 

Upper Darshill mills occurred between 1824 and  

Above: 1822 Nov 2nd, Bristol Mirror 



 

  

1829 under the management of two Hardisty 

partnerships; Hardisty, Howgate and Braden and 

W. Hardisty and Co, the former of Darshill and 

Croscombe and the latter of Darshill.  

 

In 1829 the two partnerships in which William 

Hardisty was involved were dissolved16. He 

entered an alliance with Isaac and Francis Nalder  

who had established silk manufacture at the large 

Lower Darshill Mill in 1812 (see Lower Darshill 

Mill).  By 1830 the partnership of Nalder and 

Hardisty17 held all four of the mills in the Darshill 

area, as well as the Coombe Lane Factory. As 

listed by William Hardisty in the 1833 Factories 

Commission report1, all were now involved in 

“the manufacture of crape, and throwing of silk, 

and making gros de Naples”.  In 1834 Isaac Nalder 

died and was replaced by his son Frank Isaac 

Nalder (1815-1887). Frank was born at the White 

House at Lower Darshill Mill (refer to Lower 

Darshill Mills) and by 1834 was a newly qualified 

solicitor living at Ashley House, Croscombe.  

 

Although hard to confirm it is likely that William 

and Sarah Hardisty lived in the Lower Mill House 

at Upper Darshill in the early 1830s but they 

appear to have moved to the White House in 

Lower Darshill after the death of Isaac Nalder. The 

family also owned at least one residence in Kilver 

Street,  Shepton Mallet close to the Silk Factory 

which William had bought in c1830.  The Kilver 

Street Factory was managed by his sons William 

and John Hardisty while their father focussed on 

the Darshill mills.   

 

In 1841 the partnership between the Nalders and 

William Hardisty18 was dissolved but Hardisty 

continued silk production at the Upper Darshill 

Mills by leasing the site from the Pippets  through 

his company W. Hardisty and Co. The company 

also leased the Lower Darshill Mill from the 

Nalders until it was destroyed by fire in January 

184319 and the site sold two weeks later.  

 

W. Hardisty and Co probably continued silk 

production at the Upper Darshill Mills until the 

late 1840s. By 1851 William and Sarah had joined  

 

their sons William and John Hardisty at the Kilver 

Street Factory.  William and Sarah died at their 

home in Kilver Street in 1852 and 1855 

respectively. 

 

c1850-1862: William and John Phillips, silk 

manufacturers, owners  

The new owners of the Upper Darshill Mills by 

1851 was Thomas Phillips & Son. Thomas Phillips  

was part owner of Phillips, Casey and Co of Spital 

Square in London, silk and velvet manufacturers 

who occupied the Draycott silk factory in Shepton 

Mallet from the late 1840s until the 1860s 

(Hunt’s Directories).  

 

As soon as the purchase of both mills at Upper 

Darshill Mills had been made Thomas Phillips’ 

eldest son William (b1829) moved from Spital 

Square to Bowlish to supervise the new venture 

and took up residence in Bowlish Cottage (see 

Bowlish Villa) with three of his siblings; his older 

sisters Frances and Elizabeth born in 1825 and 

1828 respectively and his youngest brother John 

Thomas born in 1840.  By 1852 Slater’s Directory 

listed William Phillips as a silk manufacturer at 

Darshill and in 1862/3 he was paying rates on the 

factory, workshops, gardens and six workers’ 

cottages there20.   

 

By 1860 William Phillips and his sisters had 

returned to London leaving his brother John 

Thomas Phillips now also listed as a silk and 

velvet manufacturer, to wind up the company 

business in Upper Darshill. In 1861 Thomas 

Phillips auctioned the household effects at 

Bowlish Cottage and moved into Shepton Mallet.  

 

The Upper Darshill Mills had stopped working by 

at least August 186221 and were unoccupied.   

William Phillips who was still the proprietor at the 

time, refused to pay the poor rates due on the 

vacant property. However, as the machinery was 

still in place he was ordered to pay by the 

Magistrate’s court.   

 

The sale of the Upper Darshill site to Thomas 

Kemp and Sons was concluded in 1862/3. 

   

 

 



 

  

1862-1933: The Kemp family, silk and velvet 

manufacturers, London, owners 

The silk mill/factory at Upper Darshill was the last 

of the four silk enterprises close to Shepton 

Mallet to be bought by the Kemps between the 

late 1850s and 1862; the other three were at 

Draycott, Coombe Lane and Bowlish.  It was also 

the last to close having manufactured silk and 

velvet for almost 70 years. By the time the Kemps 

took over from the Phillips,  the Lower and Middle 

Darshill Mills were consigned to history and the 

Kemp’s silk mill/factory at Upper Darshill was 

referred to as the Darshill Mills until their closure. 

 

The initial purchase of the Upper Darshill site in 

1862/63 was made by Thomas Kemp who retired 

soon afterwards. His sons William (1831-1926) 

and James (1837-1888) took over management of 

the company but in 1876 they parted ways 

dividing the business between them. From 1877 

it was James Kemp with his sons Sidney and 

Alfred who took over the Kemps’ silk 

mills/factories at Bowlish and Upper Darshill as 

James Kemp and Sons. James Kemp died in 1888 

but his sons continued to trade under the same 

name until the mills closed.  

 

Sidney (1861-1948) and Alfred (1862-1944) Kemp 

were third generation silk manufacturers on both 

sides. Their mother Elizabeth née Brunskill (1838-

1913) was the daughter of William and Elizabeth 

Brunskill of Clerkenwell. William Brunskill was a 

major silk importer and manufacturer who in  

c1820 led the conversion of John Ford’s 24 bay 

woollen factory on the banks of the Thames into 

the Battersea Silk Factory.  

 

After marrying in 1860 at Clerkenwell, James and 

Elizabeth Kemp settled in Orford Villa, the Kemp 

family home in Walthamstow.  Sidney and Alfred 

were born there and grew up in an extended 

family including their retired paternal 

grandfather Thomas Kemp and maternal 

grandmother Elizabeth Brunskill both of whom 

were widowed. In the 1880s the two brothers 

established their own household at Loughton in  

Epping until in 1891 Alfred married Eugenie 

Logan. In 1899 Sidney married Violet Shaw née 

Logan, Eugenie’s recently widowed younger 

sister. Each of the couples had two daughters and 

although Alfred remained in Epping for the rest of 

his life, Sidney moved to Westminster and then 

retired to Hythe in Kent. 

 

Under Sidney and Albert Kemp there was a 

general resurgence of production at Upper 

Darshill with jobs regularly advertised between 

1888 and 1896 for experienced silk winders and 

for silk and velvet weavers. In 1890 James Kemp 

and Sons purchased several cottages on the north 

side of Back Lane including cottages 21-24 and 

the population of the hamlet increased from 148 

in 1881 to 170 in 1891. The brothers came down 

from London to Shepton Mallet by train regularly 

and on one visit the two were described as 

“touring the work premises like royalty dressed 

immaculately” in “black top hats, frock coats, 

waistcoats with gold watch and chain, polished 

gaiters and with silver topped walking sticks” 22.  

 

The silk and velvet industry  was declining by the 

end of the 19th century and there was a steady 

decrease in both population and dwellings in 

Darshill hamlet by the early 1900s.  However, 

investment continued with the replacement of 

the mill wheels with water powered turbines in 

the late 19th or early 20th century. Finally in 1929 

Sidney and Alfred now both in their late sixties 

made the decision to concentrate on the London 

business and close the Darshill mills (see below).   

 

 

 

Above: 1929, closure of Darshill Silk Mills, April 12th SMJ 



 

  

c1850-1929:  Senior staff at the Upper Darshill 

Mills 

The two storey house attached to the north gable 

of the Upper Darshill Factory (see right) provided 

accommodation for senior on-site staff in 

particular the mill foreman. It is also likely to have 

been used as the “counting house” mentioned in 

advertisements for the mill complex as well as 

providing secure storage and administrative 

space. This was important during the period of 

Kemp ownership as they were not in local 

residence. However, from the 1890s the 

supervisors tended to live further away from the 

mills in Ham Lane and Bowlish.  

 

The Mill Manager  

1863-1924: Henry and Harry White, managers of 

the Kemps’ mills at Upper Darshill and Bowlish 

Henry White (c1825-1892) was the first manager 

of the Kemps’ mills in Bowlish and Upper Darshill. 

He was born  in Bethnal Green, London from a silk 

weaving background. It is not known when Henry 

started employment with Thomas Kemp and Sons 

but he may have worked his way to seniority in 

the company prior to moving to Bowlish. He was 

resident at Old Bowlish House by 1861 with his 

wife Mary Ann and five children where he stayed 

until his retirement from James Kemp and Sons in 

about 1885 at age of 60 years (see Old Bowlish 

House) . 

 

His eldest son Harry White (1851-1924) joined  

Thomas Kemp and Sons in his youth and had 

progressed to Assistant Manager of the silk mills 

by 1875. In 1885 Harry took over the Manager’s 

position from his father and moved with his 

family to Old Bowlish House. In 1901 Sidney and 

Alfred Kemp sold the Bowlish Silk Mill and Factory 

but Harry continued to manage the Darshill Mills 

for the Kemps until his death in 1924 aged 73 

years.  

 

It is unclear if the Kemps appointed another 

manager for Upper Darshill mills after Harry 

White’s death or if Charles Howe remained the 

only senior member of staff until the mills’ 

closure (see later).   

 

 

 

 

Above: Upper Darshill Factory early 1900s from the 
east, two storey foreman’s house/office attached to 

factory on right (north) 

Mill Foreman and Overlookers 

c1850-c1885: Thomas Cooper, factory manager 

for Phillips then foreman for Kemps at Upper 

Darshill Silk Mills 

Thomas Cooper was a major contributor to the 

history of Darshill and later Bowlish during the 

second half of the 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Besides his 30 years of service to the Upper 

Darshill Mills he also played a role in the history 

of Forum Terrace and Bowlish Villa. Details of his 

time in Bowlish are found in the histories of the 

two houses. 

 

Thomas Cooper (c1819-1909) was born into the 

silk weaving community of Bethnal Green, 

London. He was the son of John Cooper a weaver 

and in 1843 married Mary Ann Garner (1819-

1867) the daughter of a Frederick Cooper Garner 

also a weaver and possibly related. Their only son 

John was born at Bethnal Green in 1846 but died 

at two years of age. Thomas and Mary Ann 

moved to Upper Darshill where Thomas became 

factory manager for William Phillips and by 1851 

was living in the house at Upper Darshill Factory. 

He remained in post through the change in mill 

ownership from the Phillips to the Kemps in 

1862/3 but was thereafter employed as a 

foreman rather than manager in the larger 

organization. His wife Mary Ann died in 1867 and 

Thomas married Hannah Marshman (1828-1898) 

from a weaving family from Croscombe in 1868.  

After more than 30 years in Darshill he moved to 

Bowlish. Thomas continued as foreman for the   

 



 Kemps’ silk mills until his retirement in the early 

1890s.  

 

1891-1902: Herbert George Crossley, overlooker, 

for the Upper Darshill Silk Mills 

The young Herbert Crossley (1870-1944) was 

probably recruited to supervise the Upper Darshill 

Mills by James Kemp and Sons in Sudbury where 

the company was still weaving silk.  With Thomas 

Cooper’s retirement imminent, Herbert Crossley 

arrived in Darshill in about 1890-91 as an 

“overlooker” or supervisor.  
 

Herbert was born in Lambeth, London, the second 

son of Charles and Jane Emily Crossley. His father, 

foreman at one of the London silk factories, 

moved to Sudbury in Suffolk as the manager of the 

power silk looms for one of the silk mills there in 

the late 1870s. After leaving school Herbert was 

employed as a silk loom tackler but after arrival in 

Darshill he progressed to a supervisory role and 

rapidly gained both experience and the respect of 

the Darshill workers.  

 

Initially Herbert lodged with the Cox family in the 

Lower Mill House at Darshill (Mill Master’s House) 

but in 1896 he married Elizabeth Anne Moon, 

daughter of Sidney Moon of Park Farm, Bowlish 

(see Park Farm). The couple settled into Forum 

Terrace but in December 1902 Herbert left to take 

up a senior managerial position in a Sudbury silk 

mill. The Crossley family followed but returned 

regularly to Bowlish.  

 

1903-1929: Charles Howe, foreman/overlooker  

Upper Darshill Silk Mills 

Charles Howe (1870-1949) took over from 

Herbert Crossley as foreman/overlooker at the 

Upper Darshill silk mills after arriving from a 

similar position in Leigh, Lancashire. He was born 

in Worksop, Nottinghamshire the second son of a 

coal miner John Howe and his wife Mary Ann.  In 

the 1870s the family moved to Bedford in Leigh, 

Lancashire where John became a maltster and 

Charles entered the silk industry. By 1891 he was 

employed as a silk loom tackler and rose to the 

position of loom overlooker by 1891.  

 

 

 

He moved with his wife Annie Hammersley  and 

their small daughter to West Shepton at the end 

of 1902 or early in 1903. Two further daughters 

were born at West Shepton between 1903 and 

1905. In 1906 Charles purchased The Cottage in 

Ham Lane from Charles Griffiths (see The 

Cottage) which  remained in the family until 

1977.  

 

Charles continued as overlooker/foreman for 

James Kemp and Sons and may have taken on  

more duties after the death of the mills’ manager 

Harry White in 1924.  There were only five years 

remaining for the Upper Darshill mills as they 

closed in 1929 and Charles Howe was 

unemployed thereafter. He died in 1949 at the 

age of 78 followed by Annie in 1951.  

 

c1903-1924: William Marshman Tutton, 

weaver/foreman,  Upper Darshill Silk Mills 

William Marshman Tutton (1837-1924) was first 

employed as a silk weaver at the Upper Darshill 

Silk Mills for Thomas Kemp and Son in the 1860s.  

He went on to become foreman for James Kemp 

and Sons in the early 1900s which coincided with 

the departure of Herbert Crossley and arrival of 

Charles Howe. William worked for the Kemps for 

almost 50 years until in 1924 at 87 years of age 

he died after collapsing into the Upper Darshill 

millpond.   
 

William was born into a family of silk workers. 

Richard Tutton his father was employed as a silk 

factory man by Hardisty and Co at Upper Darshill 

in 1841 and by the same company at the Kilver 

Street Silk Mills in 1851. By the age of 13 years 

William was a velvet weaver at Kilver Street and 

in the late 1850s was employed with his wife 

Elizabeth Ann Millard (1837-1923) also a velvet 

weaver, at the Coombe Lane Silk Factory.  

 

After their move to Upper Darshill, William and 

Elizabeth Tutton lived at 30-31 Back Lane for the 

rest of their lives. Three of their sons emigrated 

to the USA and two more left for the Welsh coal 

mines. One, Charles Tutton returned from Wales 

to live at 24 Back Lane (see 21-24 Back Lane).  
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