
 

  

The Bowlish Mill, Bowlish 

Above: c1920,  Bowlish Mill (centre) showing former three storey fulling mill building, with cottages Nos. 8-11 on 
right,  courtesy Darshill and Bowlish Conservation Society 

Above: Remains of the south wall of the Scribbling Loft, Bowlish Mill 



  

c1600-1700: Early mill complex south of the River 

Sheppey 

Bowlish Farm was the core of this complex and it 

likely came into the local Strode family during the 

16th century if not before. A fulling mill 

(‘molendino fullonico’) with appurtenances was 

recorded amongst the property of Thomas Strode 

(d.1628) at the time of his death as part of an 

estate also containing “one messuage or 

tenement with appurtenances, and 80 acres of 

land, meadow and pasture with appurtenances 

situated in Shepton Mallet in Somerset”1. The 

route by which it came into Thomas Strode’s 

possession has not been confirmed. The estate 

may have been part of extended Strode family 

property and inherited by Thomas Strode; the 

family also leased the mill complex at Darkeshole 

(see Middle Darshill Mill) about ½ mile 

downstream and had extensive property in 

Longbridge adjacent to the River Sheppey to the 

east.   Alternatively, Thomas Strode may have 

acquired the property through marriage to his 

first wife Alice Bulliford, daughter of Macklin 

Bulliford of Bulliford or Bulteford (today Bulford) 

in Wiltshire1. 

 

The ‘messuage or tenement’ was likely the 

precursor structure of Old Bowlish House and was 

surrounded by about 18 acres of land on the 

north side of the river Sheppey called Bowlish, 

Bowlis or Boulesse Farm. The other 62 acres 

mostly of meadow and pasture lay to the south of 

the River Sheppey on either side of the stream 

which runs down steep-sided Coombe Lane. It  

extended from Pike Hill in the east to Darshill in 

the west and was bounded by the Old Wells Road 

in the south.  

 

The location of the early fulling mill is likely to 

have been within the grounds of today’s Bowlish 

House.  The source of its water power is still under 

discussion however archaeological opinion2 

based on map evidence (see above right) has 

suggested that it was powered by a millpond fed 

from the River Sheppey by a short leat. A 

substantial pond referred to as a “mud catch” in 

19th century documents3 existed in the home  

 

 

ground of Bowlish House until 1852-1854 when 

it was largely replaced by the new Wells to 

Shepton Mallet Road. It is of interest that 

although the Bowlish House property had been 

held as freehold for 200 years and more, the 

remains of this pond in 1863 remained copyhold 

to the Manor of Shepton Mallet (Duchy of 

Cornwall) for 2 lives which underlines its 

importance and age4. The site is recorded by the 

HER (SMR LB20275) 

 

An alternative for the site of the demolished 

water mill is the land directly under the present 

Bowlish House and adjacent Coombe House. 

The mill could have been powered by the now 

culverted stream running beside  Coombe Lane  

Above: c1790s Estate map Duchy of Cornwall,  (mill) 
pond (blue circle), possible mill site (blue box), site of 

old hamlet (hatched circle). 
Note: map oriented S-N 

Note: pond and trees coloured to show Duchy leasehold 

Above: 1841 Tithe map Shepton Mallet, (mill) pond 
(blue circle), site of old hamlet (hatched circle). 

Note: map oriented S-N 
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and the remains of a mill leat may explain the 

channel of running water across the cellar floor of 

Bowlish House.  There is a body of water opposite 

Cornwall Lodge on Coombe Lane which may have 

been the remains of the millpond but there is 

considerable distance between that and the 

potential site of the mill (see map right). There is 

also the issue that the infrastructure of the 18th 

Coombe House Factory some of which still 

remains, may confuse anything older (see 

Coombe House) .   

 

The ‘appurtenances’ or workshops associated 

with the early Bowlish Mill were probably part of 

the  old hamlet described in 1730 as “ the site of 

ancient houses” that existed just to the north-

east of Bowlish House, under its now eastern 

garden and the main road3  (see maps previous 

page) .  

 

Documents and remains from this period are 

scant, but the deed of sale for the site from the 

Strode family to clothier Nathaniel Tilly c.1700 

records that the fulling or ‘waterbraying’ mill was 

known as ‘Short’s Mill’. Both were likely in 

working condition5.  

 

c1700-1901: Mill complex north of the River 

Sheppey 

Around 1700, ownership of the milling estate at 

Bowlish changed hands and the new owner 

decided to move his manufacturing from Coombe 

Lane to the north bank of the River Sheppey, 

where remains can still be seen today.  

 

An oak main beam in the now ruined textile 

workshop at Old Bowlish House (OBH, see map 

next page, southerly  building D) has been tree-

ring dated to c1700 which, together with the 

deed of sale, suggests that Nathaniel Tilly5 took 

over an operational cloth manufacturing business 

south of the river and rapidly expanded it by 

building the manufactory on the northern bank of 

the River Sheppey. However, this is not definite, 

as the location of the early 17th century Strode 

mill complex south of the river is presently  

 

 

 

 

 

Above: 1885 OS map, alternative site of early 
mill (blue circle), alternative mill pond (hatched 

blue circle). Note: map oriented N-S 
 

probable rather than definite.  

 

The estate remained intact until about 1730 

when it was divided and sold either by Tilly 

himself or by his executors after his death. All 

the estate land on the southern side of the River 

Sheppey (about 37 acres) was bought by Mrs 

Mary Mortimer (née Byrt), a wealthy widow (see 

Bowlish House history). Mary married William 

Howe in 1731 and by 1732 their new residence 

Bowlish House had been built over part of the 

old hamlet and possibly over the site of Short’s 

Mill. 

 

Later, in 1767 the cloth workshops (‘scribbling 

lofts’) at OBH were bought by John Broughton 

and he turned the management of them over to 

his son, Baker Broughton. It is probable that he 

then leased them to others until 1787 as the 

Land Tax records6 show that the fulling mill was 

in the charge of its occupiers with no further 

detail, and there was no mention of the 

workshops. About 1781, upon his father’s 

retirement, Baker became proprietor of the 

workshops  although it wasn’t until 1787 that he  

 

 



 

  

is shown as the proprietor of the mill.  

 

John Brown leased the workshops from the 

Broughtons from 1786 to 1798 and at other times 

until 18116. He was listed as a clothier in the 

Shepton Mallet Trade Directories in 1793 and 

1796. From 1781 Mr William Paget a reputable 

Shepton Mallet clothier was proprietor of the mill 

until his unexpected death in 1785 (Land Tax 

records)6. Later between 1797 and 1800 Baker 

was in partnership with Richard Weston a 

“worsted spinner” who occupied the mill. 

 

By the late 18th  century, the mill and mill house, 

mill pond and workshops (see map right, Old 

Bowlish House), well described in the early 19th 

century documents, were in place. Opposite Old 

Bowlish House on the south  side of the lane in 

front of Old Bowlish House and No. 6 Bowlish (the 

lane is known as ‘Bowlish’) was a dyehouse 

(building F), but whether it was recently built or 

on the site of an earlier 18th  century building is 

uncertain. 

 

During most of the 18th century, No 6 Bowlish 

provided the accommodation variously for 

tenants, stewards or managers of the textile 

workshops.  

 

In 1807 the mill complex sold to William Hyatt 

(1774-1860) and remained with that family until 

1901. In 1810 it comprised ‘three buildings, a 

fulling mill capable of driving two pairs of stocks 

and other machinery, and a dye-house’8. 

William’s woollen cloth business did not thrive 

and was offered for sale in 1836 (see extract 

right), and at that time ‘was worked by an iron 

wheel and included a dye-house and stove’.  

Another attempt at turning the mill and 

workshops away from making woollen cloth was 

in 1851 when the material-specific machinery 

was offered for sale9. 

 

In 1854 William gifted the mill and workshops to 

his nephew, the Rev. George Tilladam Hyatt10. 

The machinery was unsold, so presumably the  

complex was still woollen-specific. Following the  

 

 

 

Above: 1836, Bristol Mirror 15th February  

Above: 1885 OS map, Bowlish Mill and 
Factory labelled: C Mill, D Factory, E 

Foreman’s cottage, F Dyehouse 
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death of his uncle in 1860, GT Hyatt let the mills 

to tenants and the 1863 Parish Rates11 show that 

Thomas Kemp and Sons held the leasehold  of 

the mill, mill house and workshops/factory from 

the Rev’d G T Hyatt’s estate. 

 

The White family were major contributors to the 

history of Bowlish and Darshill during the 19th 

and first quarter of the 20th century and were  



 

  

instrumental in the history of the Silk Mills.  By 

1861 they had moved to Bowlish where Henry 

was appointed foreman and later manager of 

Kemp’s Silk Mill, thus meaning that the mill had 

been re-equipped. Henry retired from his 

managerial position with the now James Kemp 

and Sons in about 1885 at the age of 60 years. 

His son Harry who had been acting manager 

then took over (see Old Bowlish House for more 

details).  

 

By 1896 the Bowlish millpond was leaking11 and 

before 1901, Kemp and Sons had gradually 

closed their silk business in Bowlish, eventually 

surrendering the leasehold back to the Hyatt 

family, who auctioned it in May that year12.  
 

The White family moved on and the mills were 

bought by Mr Charles Horwood, who was 

thesitting tenant. Horwood paid £275 for No. 6 

Bowlish and the disused factory (mill), etc. A Mr 

Dunkerton bought the associated estate 

workers’ cottages12.  

 

In December 1906, the then mills owner, Mrs 

Sophia Horwood had a survey of her property 

carried out which showed that the mill and  

millpond were disused. It is possible that  
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Dunkerton bought the mill and millpond around 

that time to add to his ownership of the workers’ 

cottages and between 1914 and 1920, he 

replaced the middle range of workers’ cottages 

(Nos 11-14) with larger dwellings which 

extended northwards over the site of the filled-

in millpond. Whether he demolished the former 

fulling mill is unknown. 

 

 

Left:  c1910, Bowlish  Mill and Factory at centre and 
right with Bowlish cottages on the left, courtesy 

Malcolm Symes 

Left: Post WW2, remains of the fulling mill, Bowlish 
Mill, courtesy Ian Keys 



 


