
 

  

Darshill House and Silk Mill Barn, Wells Road, Darshill 
previously Middle Darshill Mill or Darshole Mill 

Darshill House and Silk Mill Barn now occupy the 

site of the Middle Darshill Mill(s) and its associated 

dwelling house/cottage.  They are situated on the 

southern bank of the River Sheppey about 0.25 

miles east and upstream of Lower Darshill Mill(s) 

and about 0.2 miles west and downstream of Upper 

Darshill hamlet.  

 

Silk Mill Barn was built on the site of the Middle 

Darshill water mill(s) which could well have stood 

there since the 12th century. Whether any of the 

original stone from the old mill buildings has 

survived in the present building is unknown but 

remains of the disused mill race and leat are still 

present (see later discussion). Darshill House and 

the cottage attached to its northern gable were 

reconstructed in 1904 by Frank Blinman (1860-

1946) on the footprints of an early 18th century 

dwelling house and workshop.  Some remnants of 

the older walls remain in the present building 

(SVBRG survey, 2019).  

 

Perhaps the most remarkable and rare building 

survival on the site is the Grade II listed Teasel 

Drying or “Handle” House (see Right) which was 

probably built in the late 18th or early 19th century.  

Above: The Mill complex at Middle Darshill (buildings from left to right):  
Silk Mill Barn, Darshill House, attached cottage and Teasel Drying or “Handle” House (closest to road) 

 

HER LISTING for the Silk [Teasel] Drying Shed at 
Darshill House, Wells Rd, Darshill  

 
20153: HER number 1345237; Grade II 
Early C19. Doulting rubble with rough quoins to 
ground floor, brick construction above, pantile roof. 2-
storeys, one wide bay having fixed window with 
glazing bars and square head doorway with dressed 
stone surround to East side, C20 window and 
segmental arch doorway to West side. First floor on 
each of 3-sides has panels of perforated brick 
construction, one course thick, to provide ventilation, 
supported by solid panels with 9-single vent holes, 
being 2-courses thick. First floor door on North wall. 
An important survival of the once flourishing textile 
industry in this area. 



 

  
The perforated walls of brick were designed to 

create the draught required to dry the teasel 

“hands” or “handles” (see right) after they had 

been used to dress wet woollen cloth.  

 

The area around Blagdon and Harptree was 

renowned for producing the cultivated teasel 

species Dipsacus sativus for use in cloth finishing 

as were the areas around Hatch Beauchamp, 

Ashill, Curry Mallet and Horten. The dried teasel 

seed heads were mounted on frames (“handles”) 

and drawn across the cloth to raise its nap or pile. 

The process was done by hand until the early 19th 

century when the handles were set into cylinders 

and the cloth drawn over them mechanically. It is 

possible that the workshop below the separate 

teasel drying floor was used for the actual 

dressing process (see image previous page).  

 

The water mills at Middle Darshill were fed by a 

leat about 190 yards long running from the River 

Sheppey just downstream from the Old Silk Mill in 

Darshill Hamlet. Alongside the south side of the 

leat was the old road which linked Back Lane and 

Upper Darshill hamlet to what must have been an 

important road junction at Middle Darshill Mill 

(see map right). Here the way to Lower Darshill 

Mill extended west while the road to the south 

east climbed uphill to the Old Wells Road. When 

the Wells Turnpike was driven through the valley 

between 1852 and 1854 this part of the road 

system became redundant and the leat culverted 

or blocked (see 1885 map lower right). Part of the 

old route can be seen today on the south side of 

the A371 almost opposite the entrance to the 

Lower Silk Mill development. 

 

1259-1495: The medieval mills at Middle Darshill  

The Middle Darshill Mill complex was built on land 

originally belonging to the Abbey of St Mary at 

Glastonbury. In the Exchequer and Exeter 

Domesday texts of 1086, Sepetone [Shepton] and 

Coristone [Croscombe] were dealt with together2.  

They had two mills between them presumably 

located close to their respective settlement 

centres. However, in the 1260 survey conducted  

 

 
 

 

 

Above left: The cultivated teasel Dipsacus sativus 
Above right: a teasel handle, courtesy 

trowbridgemuseum.co.uk  
 
 

Above: Middle Darshill Mill settlement from 1849 
Wickham Estate sale map1 
1= Dwelling house/cottage 

 2= Middle Darshill Mill 
Leat and adjacent road =solid red circle 

Road intersection=hatched red circle 
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Above: 1885 OS map of Middle Darshill now a 
“shrunken” settlement, dwelling house and 

remnants of the mill centre left 



 

  
by Abbot Roger Ford of Glastonbury Abbey, a 

lease dated 1259 of a mill at “Durkeshale” near 

Shepton Mallet was recorded (see right). It is  

highly likely that this refers to an early mill on the 

Middle Darshill site.  
 

In the opinion of Dr Michael Costen an expert on 

the Anglo-Saxon and early medieval history of 

Somerset, the 13th century spelling of the place 

name Durkeshale has a similar form to others in 

the early Glastonbury surveys. The first element  

Durkes-  is almost certainly a personal name 

(usually the landholder) to which has been added 

the Old English halh later becoming hale. 

Topographically, the latter element probably 

refers to a nook or recess within a valley or within 

a river bend. By 1611-1616 the name of the estate 

around Middle Darshill Mill was known as 

Darkeshole3 and surrounding features included 

Darksole Meade, Darkshole Wood and Darkshole 

Hill. By the 1790s the names Darsole and Darsel 

were used on maps and in documents referring to 

the larger area now known as Darshill, and to the 

hamlet of Darshill.  

 

There is some evidence from another source that 

the 1259 mill of Durkeshale in the Glastonbury 

lease (right) could have been a precursor of the 

water mills at Middle Darshill. This is provided by 

radiocarbon (14C) dating of mortar fragments from 

the tunnel wall carrying the mill race at Silk Mill 

Barn and collected in 2019 (See Archaeology, 

Darshill and Bowlish Heritage Project).  Analysis of 

the mortar sample showed an 89% probability 

that the sample had been used in construction 

between 1248 and 1305.  
 

Some information about the Durkeshale mill and 

John Le Gaye its tenant can be gleaned from the 

lease (above right).  The mill building was either 

completely or partially constructed of timber as 

was usual in the 13th century unless very high 

status. It is not known if the mill at Durkeshale was 

grinding grain, fulling cloth or both. Only one mill 

unit (i.e. one waterwheel with either a pair of 

millstones or fulling stocks) is mentioned but 

multiple mill units under the same roof were not 

 

 

 

 

1259 AD. Lease of Dursill Mill near Shepton Mallet  
In Rentalia et Custumaria of Michael of Amesbury and 

Roger of Ford, Abbots of St Mary Glastonbury, Somerset 
Records Society, 1891, Vol 5, 130-131 

 
“Note that in the year of Our Lord 1259 at the 
Michaelmas John le Gaye made an agreement with 
Sir Thomas Trevet, then Steward of Glastonbury for 
40 shillings and he increased the rent to 3 shillings 
and 4d per year to have the mill of Durkeshale for 
a term of eight years to finish at the Feast of 
Michaelmas, paying each year 53s and 4d for all 
obligations. And he should have reasonable supply 
from our woods for the said mill, by the oversight 
of honest men. And at the end of the said term of 
eight years he is to return the said mill in the same 
condition in which he found it or better.’ By witness 
Johannis de Notteclive,  Johannis de la Lane, Ade de 
la Wythegh,  Ricardi de Zerdbur,  Rogeri la Quarere, 
Osberti de la Quarare de Dultyngge”. 
 
Translation from the Latin courtesy Dr Michael Costen, 

Senior Research Fellow, Dept Anthropology & 
Archaeology, University of Bristol 

 

uncommon during this period. The mill lease was a 

simple leasehold of short duration and a high entry 

fine reflecting the value of mills to the Abbey 

finances. Even higher was the cash value paid by 

the tenant in lieu of providing manorial obligations 

or feudal conditions such as labour services and 

merchet (fine paid to the Lord on marriage of the 

tenant’s daughters). 

 

1495-1885: The Prince of Wales, Duke of 

Cornwall, owner  

In 1495 half of the original manor of Shepton 

Mallet which included the Middle Darshill Mill was 

united with the Duchy of Cornwall by an Act of 

Parliament and the incumbent Prince of Wales 

became the landholder. It remained under the 

Overlordship of Glastonbury Abbey until the 

Dissolution.  
 

For most of the 16th century the title of Prince of 

Wales was not conferred due to the lack of a male 

heir to hold the title. As a result, the Duchy of 

Cornwall including its manor of Shepton Mallet 

reverted to the Crown.  Effectively it became a part 

of the Exchequer until the start of the Stuart 

dynasty and the confirmation of Henry Stuart as 

Prince of Wales in 1610.  There was also a break  



 

  

tenement (usually a dwelling house) with 

appurtenances including a fulling mill and land.  

The annual rent paid was 23 shillings and four 

pence, and the standard heriot due to the Prince 

of Wales (Lord of the Manor) at the time of the 

tenant’s death was the property’s best beast or 

equivalent. The lease of property was granted for 

the term of three lives; that of Edward Strode 

himself and those of his sons George and John. 

 

The mill and premises at Darkeshole were 

surveyed by John Norden between 1611 and 

16163 while still under Strode management . The 

dwelling house was described as handsome with 

a garden, croft and coppice containing five acres. 

This was accompanied by a water grist mill, three 

fulling mills and a croft occupying ¼ of an acre. 

Surrounding the settlement were 10¼ acres of 

meadow, 20 acres of wood with two acres of 

wood pasture. Further afield, the property also 

included two acres of pasture in West Compton 

and 2¼  acres of arable land in the common fields 

of Shepton Mallet (42 acres in total). The land use 

reflects the site as it would have been at the time, 

with the fertile river valley floor for meadow hay 

and woodland occupying the valley sides. The 

1790 map above provides a rough illustration of 

the settlement plan albeit 180 years later.  

 

 

 

 

Above: 1790-1812 Duchy survey map4 showing 
settlement at Middle Darshill. Buildings shown in red  

496=“mansion” house north of the river 
 495=mill (s), workshops, cottage south of river 

(Note: map is oriented S-N) 
 

during the Interregnum between 1649 and 1660 

when Crown lands including that of the Duchy 

came under the control of Parliament.  Thereafter, 

the Duchy of Cornwall retained its property in 

Shepton Mallet until much of it was sold during the 

19th and early 20th centuries.  It maintained a Land 

Steward and an office in West Shepton until the 

late 1920s. 

 

Tenants/occupiers of the Middle Darshill Mill site 

Information about the tenants holding Duchy 

lands  in Shepton Mallet during the 16th century 

whether by leasehold, copyhold or freehold tenure 

is sparse. In 1611 the management of Duchy 

property was again in the control of the Prince’s 

Council and in the same year it ordered surveys 

and revaluations of 43 manors across the vast 

Duchy estate. John Norden (c1547-1625), 

cartographer and senior estate surveyor took 

overall responsibility and carried out 23 of the 

surveys in person including that of the Manor of 

Shepton Mallet3. This was the first of several 

surveys over the next 200  years which provide 

information about the  occupants of the mill (s) at 

Middle Darshill. The survey record of 1611 was 

particularly useful as it contained a copy of an 

earlier lease of the mill premises to Edward Strode.  

 

1589-1625:  Edward Strode, his wife Alice and 

nephew Jeffery Strode, customary tenants 

Edward Strode (1548-1604) of Shepton Mallet was 

granted the lease of the property in 1589 from 

Walter Buckland Esquire who held the Lordship of 

the Manor under the Prince of Wales between 

1584 and 15965.  Edward was one of the three sons 

of Edward Strode of Shepton Mallet and his second 

wife Alice Whiting.  He married Alice Poore (late 

1550s-1622) of Amesbury, Wiltshire in the late 

1570s and owned considerable property in 

Shepton Mallet particularly in Longbridge. The 

couple had six surviving children during the 1580s; 

five sons Edward, George, John, Philip and 

Thomas, and a daughter Dorothy.  

 

The lease of 1589 described the Darkeshole 

(Darckesall alias Darsole) property simply as a  
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It is unclear if the 1589 lease when referring  to a 

single fulling mill at Darkeshole is indicating the 

building or the number of wheels operating  under 

the one roof. The increase of one to three fulling 

mills mentioned in the early 17th century survey 

may not actually reflect an increase in capacity. 

The addition of a water grist mill suggests a 

change in the estate’s fulling business and the 

mills may have been sub-let. By 1616 the Norden 

survey reports that they were now “ruinated” and 

in need of repair.   

 

Unlike the mills, the dwelling house at Darkeshole 

was in excellent condition at the time of the 

Norden survey and it is highly likely it was used by 

the family as a country residence. Edward Strode 

died in 1604 and by the customs of the manor the 

lease of the property was granted to his wife Alice 

for her widowhood. Little is known about the lives 

of the Strode children other than Edward the 

eldest who married into the Slade family of Ham 

(see Old Manor).  In 1622 Alice Strode died and 

was buried in St Cuthbert’s Church, Wells.  

 

A further Duchy survey of the Manor of Shepton 

Mallet was conducted between 1622 and 16256 

and records that Alice Strode’s tenement of 42 

acres was now in the hands of Jeffery Strode 

(c1581-1625). Jeffery was Alice’s nephew by 

marriage being the son of William Strode of 

Shepton Mallet and his wife Elizabeth Upton of 

Worminster near Wells. Jeffery may have been 

admitted as a new life on the lease for Darkeshole 

after the death of Edward Strode and then  

granted the lease of the property from the Duchy 

Court after Alice’s death. It was a short lived 

tenancy as Jeffery himself died early in 1625. The 

survey indicated that the mills had not been 

repaired and a recommendation to the Duchy was 

made for forfeiture of the lease. If the forfeit did 

not happen immediately it almost certainly 

occurred on the death of Jeffery Strode.  

 

1650 Parliamentary survey: William Feyne, 

tenant 

There is little Information available at present on  

 

 

the settlement at Darkeshole between 1622 and 

1775. However, detailed research on the Duchy 

surveys of this period should be fruitful. 

 

There is a brief mention of the Darkeshole estate 

in the Parliamentary Survey of 16507. By this time 

the property comprised 19 acres of land with a 

fulling mill, dwelling house and appurtenances. 

The Darkeshole woodland was excluded from this 

survey description for an unknown reason but the 

annual rent remained as 23s 4p. The tenant was 

William Feyne about whom little is known. 

 

1775-1790: Mr John Cooth, clothier and his wife 

Elizabeth Cooth née Provis 

By the middle of the 18th century the estate now 

called Darshole had been subdivided and the 

main dwelling house and 23 acres of land was 

now a separate leasehold.  Likewise the 

woodland had been divided and allocated to 

other leases.  

 

The Darshole fulling mill, workshop, with a house, 

garden and adjacent meadow about 1½ acres in 

area was also let as a separate unit .  In 1774-75 

Mr John Cooth (1719-1774) was recorded as the 

tenant although he died in January 1774.  John 

Cooth came from a long line of Shepton Mallet 

clothiers who were part of the Provis, Goldfinch 

and Westley dynasties of Longbridge. The Cooth 

family were associated with members of the 

Strode family by marriage and by Royalist 

inclination. They were generous benefactors of 

the Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul in 

Shepton Mallet where there is a memorial 

dedicated to John Cooth (d1703) “a Great 

Clothier” over the East Window. 

 

In 1749 John Cooth married Elizabeth Provis also 

from a wealthy clothier and landowning family 

and the couple had two daughters, Mary and 

Sarah. The Cooths accumulated extensive 

property in Shepton Mallet and by the 1760s he 

was paying land tax on a workshop, two scribbling 

lofts and a dye house near his house in 

Longbridge (Land Tax, 1767)8.  John Cooth had  

 



 

  

Darshole Mills, and was leasing OBH from its 

owners Elizabeth and Phoebe Broughton. In 

1811 a relatively high poor rate of £1.0.6 was 

levied on the Darshole Mill and its house at 

Middle Darshill which probably reflected 

increased investment in the site. In 18129 the 

Duchy of Cornwall revalued its Darshole 

property and the description of the assets there 

were amended. In addition to the house and 

fulling mill the surveyor added “large workshops 

and a new dye house”. The former may have 

included the Teasel Drying House. 

 

It was in 1812 that the neighbouring Jenkins 

family at Lower Darshill (see Lower Darshill Mill) 

moved out of woollen cloth manufacturing and 

sold their large mill complex there. A few years 

later William Serle also sold up and surrendered 

his leaseholds to the Duchy. By 1821 he had 

retired from the woollen cloth industry and with 

his wife Mary left Bowlish for Bath. Unfortunately 

William was bankrupt by 1824 but  remained 

quietly in Bath where he died in 1845.  

 

1820s-c1850: Joseph Pippet, clothier and his 

son William, land agent, proprietors 

In the early 1820s the Darshole Mill complex and 

its land at Middle Darshill were acquired from the 

Duchy of Cornwall by Joseph Pippet (1772-1829) a 

clothier and dyer who, with his brother William 

Pippet of Croscombe, already owned and 

occupied the much larger mills and factory at 

Darshill Hamlet (see Upper Darshill Mills). The 

Middle Darshill property was immediately 

downstream from the Pippet’s other mills and 

although the water supply was limited, it offered 

some assets such as the dwelling house and 

relatively new workshops which could be useful in 

the face of a rapidly shrinking market for woollen 

cloth. However, it is doubtful if the mill and 

workshops ever produced woollen cloth again and 

by the late 1820s if not before, it had been 

converted to silk manufacture by its tenant 

William Hardisty (see later). 

 

In 1826, Joseph Pippet was declared bankrupt for 

the second time in his career and in 1829 he died  

 

 

 

probably acquired the lease of the repaired or 

rebuilt fulling mill at Darshole by that time and it  

would have been a valuable addition to his cloth 

manufacturing business in Shepton Mallet. 

Coincidentally at about the same time William 

Jenkins took over the Lower Darshill Mill ¼ mile 

downstream (see Lower Darshill Mill). 

 

John Cooth died in 1774 leaving his entire estate 

including the leasehold of the Darshole Mill to his 

wife Elizabeth in trust for their daughters. Soon 

after her husband’s death Elizabeth moved from 

Longbridge to Bayley’s House in Bowlish (see Park 

House) where she died in 1788.  In the Duchy 

survey of 17909 Elizabeth Cooth was still named 

as the leaseholder of the 1½ acre Darshole Mill 

property which was valued at £38.8.6. In the 

same survey, the 23 acre Darshole Estate was 

valued at £53.13.6 but the fine “mansion house” 

it contained had deteriorated into a “poor 

tenement”. 

 

1790s-1821: William Serle, clothier, tenant 

William Serle (c1776-1845) and his father John 

were both listed in the 1793 Universal Trade 

Directory as clothiers of Shepton Mallet.  At this 

time the Serle family already owned the Kilver 

Street cloth mill and factory and were leasing the 

Coombe Lane cloth factory from the Duchy of 

Cornwall. They were personally connected with 

the Broughton family of Old Bowlish House (see 

Old Bowlish House, OBH). 

 

It is likely the Serles expanded their cloth 

manufacturing business further in the later 1790s 

and took up the lease of the Darshole Mill (Middle 

Darshill Mill) from Elizabeth Cooth’s Executors. 

Her large estate took some time to settle and the 

Executors may not have surrendered the lease of 

the mill to the Duchy until the middle 1790s. In 

1802 John Serle was declared bankrupt and lost 

most of his property including the Kilver Street 

Mills (see Coombe Lane Factory; OBH) . However, 

his son William Serle continued business as a 

clothier in his own right. By 1811 he was listed in 

the Shepton Mallet Parish poor rate survey10 as 

the proprietor of both the Coombe Lane and    



 

  
suddenly at Upper Darshill two days after burying 

his second son John. Proprietorship of the Middle 

and ownership of the Upper Darshill Mills 

eventually found their way into the hands of 

Joseph and Avis Pippet’s eldest son William (1806-

1890). By the time of his father’s death William 

was an established land agent and had moved 

away from the Shepton Mallet area.  However, he 

continued to manage the Pippet properties in 

Darshill for rental income until about 1850 when 

the Middle Darshill Mill was returned to Duchy 

control and the Upper Darshill Mills were sold (see 

Upper Darshill Mills).  

 

1823-c1850: William Hardisty and the Nalder 

family, silk manufacturers, tenants under the 

Pippets 

In 1823  the Pippets advertised the Upper Darshill 

Mills and dwelling house to let and the lease was 

taken by William Hardisty (1783-1855). In 

addition they sub-let the Middle Darshill Mill, still 

a Duchy possession, to him as well. 

 

William Hardisty was born in Yorkshire and had 

worked in the silk industry since a young man. The  

opportunity offered by conversion of the failing 

woollen mills to silk production resulted in his 

move to Darshill with his wife Sarah and four 

children. Conversion of the mills at the Upper and 

Middle Darshill sites to silk manufacture occurred 

between 1824 and 1829 under the management 

of two partnerships; Hardisty, Howgate and 

Braden and W. Hardisty and Co, both of Darshill.   

 

In 1829 the two partnerships in which William 

Hardisty was involved were dissolved and he 

entered an alliance with the Nalder family who 

had established silk manufacture at the Lower 

Darshill Mill in 1812 (see Lower Darshill Mills).  By 

1830 the partnership of Nalder and Hardisty held 

all four of the mills in the Darshill area, as well as 

the Coombe Lane Factory in West Shepton. As 

listed by William Hardisty in the 1833 Factories 

Commission report11, all were now involved in 

“the manufacture of crape, and throwing of silk, 

and making gros de Naples”.  
 

 

   

Little specific is known about silk production at 

Middle Darshill Mill but there is little doubt that 

it was operating on a smaller scale than the other 

mill/workshops within the group and was 

described by Hardisty in 1833 as “worked by 

water only and requiring very little power”.  

William may have been responsible for the 

building of three worker’s cottages on the south 

side of the old road opposite the mill (see 

Wickham Sale Map1, second  page, middle right). 

 

In 1841 the Nalder-Hardisty partnership was 

dissolved but William Hardisty continued 

management of the mills through his own 

company, Messrs W Hardisty and Co. He was 

listed as occupier of the Middle Darshill Mill 

(Darshole) with William Pippet as proprietor in 

1841 and he leased the Lower Darshill Mill from 

the Nalders until fire destroyed the premises in 

1843 (see Lower Darshill Mill).  

 

Hardisty probably continued silk production at 

the Upper Darshill Mills until the late 1840s but 

the Middle Mill was in decay. By 1851 he had left 

to join his two sons William and John at the Kilver 

Street Silk Factory in Shepton Mallet which the 

family had acquired in 1830. William died at his 

home in Kilver Street aged 72 years.  

 

c1850-1856:  Closure of the mill 

After the departure of the Pippets and William 

Hardisty, Middle Darshill Mill, its buildings and 

surrounding land were returned to the Duchy and 

remained unoccupied for several years.  Between 

1852 and 1854 the new Turnpike Road between 

Shepton Mallet and Wells was constructed across 

Duchy land adjoining the mill and its buildings 

causing disruption (see previously).  

 

In 1853 and in 1856 the property was advertised 

to let by Robert Watt Esq, Land Agent to the 

Duchy of Cornwall in Shepton Mallet on the basis 

of a building or improvement lease (see top next 

page). It was obviously in a poor state of repair 

and although it still had waterpower, it appears to 

have been no longer fit for textile manufacture. 

 



 

Above: Mar22, 1856, advertisement for Middle 
Darshill Mill and buildings, Bristol Mercury  

c1853-1856: Mr John Cook, builder and overseer 

The premises was temporarily occupied at the 

time it was advertised by John Cook (1795-1873), 

a builder and carpenter of Shepton Mallet. John a 

widower with adult children married Sophia 

Collard in 1841. In 1851 he was occupying a 

residence in Taylors Paddock, Shepton Mallet 

with his wife Sophia and three young children. By 

1861 he was still resident at Taylors Paddock but 

with an expanded business employing five men.  

 

Between 1853 and 1856 he was available at 

Middle Darshill Mill to show potential tenants 

over the property on behalf of the Duchy but 

obviously kept his residence at Taylors Paddock. 

He may have used the old workshops as a base in 

Darshill for his own business and at the same time 

been employed by the Duchy as an overseer 

and/or for building work on site.   

 

1856-present day: The Blinman and Bailey 

families 

In 1856, the lease for the Middle Darshill property 

was advertised to let (see top right). The old 

dwelling house and workshops may have been 

subdivided into smaller units for workers during 

William Hardisty’s occupation and may explain 

the reference to three cottages being the 

accommodation on site (see top right). It was 

returned to a single residence by the next tenant, 

Jonathan Blinman (1821-1900) a stone mason 

living in Croscombe.  

 

Jonathan was born in Croscombe the son of 

James Blinman also a stone mason, and his wife 

Amy Chapman. He grew up in Dinder and in 1845 

married Mary Young (1826-1894) of East 

Cranmore. The couple settled in Croscombe 

where the first four of their children (Emily, 

George Henry, John and Mary Ann) were baptised 

between 1846 and 1855. In 1856 they moved to 

Middle Darshill where the remaining three 

children Rose, Frank and Albert were born in 

1858, 1860 and 1863 respectively.    

 

Their tenancy was almost cut short soon after  

 

 

 

 

arrival when a chimney caught fire but thanks to 

quick action by a passing waggoner their children 

and the house escaped serious damage (see news 

excerpt above).  All four of Jonathan Blinman’s 

sons went on to become stone masons while in 

the 1880s their father diversified and established 

business at Darshill as a builder. 

 

 In June 1885 he bought the freehold of the 

Darshill property from the Duchy of Cornwall at 

auction for £195. It was described as a house, 

garden and two paddocks containing just under 

1½ acres; reference to its industrial past had 

disappeared. In 1894 Mary Blinman died at 

Darshill followed by Jonathan Blinman in 1900.  

 

On Jonathan’s death the property and the 

building business passed to their son Frank (1860-

1947) who was currently living in Darshill Hamlet 

with his wife Sarah Ann née Holborn (1865-1930) 

and their young family.  By 1903 they had five  

 

 

 

Above: July 1860, fire at Blinmans in Darshill, Bath 
Chronicle   



  

 
 children; Elsie, Alexander, Hilda (Hylda), Mildred 

and Leonard born in 1890, 1892, 1894, 1901 and 

1903 respectively. In 1903 Frank Blinman 

submitted plans to the Shepton Mallet District 

Council for “additions” to the house at Darshill 

which were approved (SMJ, Sept 17, 1903). By 

1904 he had built a new family home on the 

footprints of the old dwelling house and added 

the commemorative date stone above the dormer 

window carved with the inscription “F.B 1904”. 

The house became known as Darshill and the 

property was soon referred to as Darshill Farm or 

Darshill House Farm.  It is assumed that Frank 

Blinman during his long working life also built Silk 

Mill Barn on the remnants of the Darsole Mill. 

 

In 1919 Hilda (Hylda) the Blinmans’ second 

daughter married Ernest Thomas Bailey (1897-

1985) from Croscombe and the couple settled at 

Darshill House with Hylda’s parents. They had two 

children Phyllis Joyce (1919-1943) and Bryan FE 

Bailey (1933-present). Ernest Bailey with Frank 

Blinman’s support started a dairy farm at Darshill 

House in the early 1920s and was recorded as a 

dairy farmer in the 1939 Register.  

 

Sarah Ann Blinman died in 1930 leaving her 

daughter Hylda Bailey in charge of the household 

and sadly in 1943 the Bailey’s daughter Phyllis 

died after a long illness. About the same time 

Frank Blinman finally retired from the building 

 

 

trade and died in 1947 at Darshill House aged 86. 

On his death, ownership of Darshill House and 

Farm passed to the Bailey family. Hylda Bailey 

died in 1955 and Ernest Bailey in 1985. Their son 

Bryan Bailey and his wife Olive née Allen are the 

current owners of the property.  
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