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Darkes Hole, a medieval mansion, was 

featured in our February newsletter. 

Dating prior to 1611 but demolished 

by 1886 it was sited below the hill that 

has the entry to what is known as 

Nancy Camel’s cave. A 19
th

 century 

exploration of the cave found that the 

entry passage led to a narrow cleft 

from where the cave continued 

downwards to a muddy pool with a 

silted up floor level extension  that 

became inaccessible. Today’s theorists 

suggest this may be as close as we get 

to the probable source of the origin of 

the name ‘Darkes Hole’, and from it 

the name Darshill, shortened from 

‘Darkes Hole Hill’   

 

The word Bowlish is thought to come 

from two local dialect words used to 

describe the location of the medieval 

farm; ‘bow’ (as in ‘bow-wow’) 

meaning bridge and ‘lish’ meaning 

rocky waterfall; thus ‘bridge over the 

rocky waterfall’ farm. The most likely 

site for the bridge is at Forum Lane in 

between The Horseshoe and Laurel 

Cottage 

 

There are now 46 subscribers to the 

blog at www.dbhp.org and the most 

recent post is a brief historical article 

related to The Cottage, Ham (Lane) 

 

The Outreach Team has been busy 

preparing displays and activities for 

Collett Park Day on Saturday 8
th

 June 

where they will be using our newly 

purchased yellow gazebo as a base. 

Please do visit the Team and register 

your attendance 

SVBRG (Architects) have now 

completed 10 of the probable 21 

property surveys and are consistently 

encountering unexpected build 

features, eg ‘… the front wall and east 

gable of the front pile are unusually 

thick, 104cm up to first floor level 

reducing to 67cm’. Our document 

researcher, Sue Shaw, will be 

searching for historical documents to 

support the architects’ findings 

 

Sue has just completed a first draft 

historical report for Forum Terrace and 

is now looking at Park Farm 

 

John Butler of the Bumblebee 

Conservation Trust identified 5 species 

of bumblebee in a survey this month 

across Darshill and Bowlish. He also 

saw evidence that the DBCS Springs 

Site was hosting 2 colonies of 

bumblebees 

 

Broad first outlines for a Heritage Trail 

have recently been discussed, and an 

archaeological illustrator identified 

who will draw what localities likely 

looked like many years ago 
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