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Our display at Collett Park Day was 

well received by the many visitors to 

the show, with our new yellow gazebo 

being one of the most visible and most 

visited displays.  

 

The following Tuesday the Outreach 

Team were at St Paul’s School where 

pupils aged 7 had been pre-briefed by 

their teachers on a child’s life in 

Shepton Mallet at the height of the 

woolen industry. The students were 

treated to a discovery day about the 

importance of the river to the town and 

the cloth industries upon which it 

depended for hundreds of years. 

Against a background song, “Success 

to the Weavers”, the Year 3’s were 

given a short introduction about the 

River Sheppey and its’ mills before 

splitting into four activity groups 

looking at – 

1. How the river was a source of power 

2. Dyeing and fulling 

3. Production stages of woolen cloth 

4. Weaving  

-  with each activity being managed by 

our volunteer teams. A very successful 

and enjoyable day which became the 

main news item on the front page of 

the Shepton Mallet Journal. 

Discussions continue with St Paul’s on 

providing a further activity in the 

Autumn, and also the production of 

Teacher’s Packs as a legacy of our 

Project 

 

At Bowlish School on 1
st
 July the 

Team will be talking to the whole 

school about children’s lives in the 

period 1820 to 1870, prior to the 

School opening in 1869, when 

education wasn’t the main priority 

during children’s formative years. The 

following day our volunteers will be 

recalling their time at Bowlish School 

in the 1940s, 1950s, 1960s and 1970s 

 

We are hoping for a bumper entry to 

our Community Competitions, (see 

attachment) for which the closing date 

is Sunday 4
th

 August 2019 

 

Our volunteers will be providing a 

guided tour of Bowlish, Lower Ham 

and Darshill on Thursday 11
th

 July, 

meet outside Bowlish House Hotel at 

7pm. The cost of £5 (a donation to the 

Project) includes tea and biscuits 

 

Low temperatures and the damp 

weather for most of this month have 

not been helpful to our Biodiversity 

activities. Alan Fisher has had few 

photographic opportunities with his 

home-made moth trap (lighting wired 

by Paul Williams) but has had more 

recent success recording Dragonflies 

and Damselflies. As usual, we shall be 

supporting the UK Big Butterfly Count 

from 19
th

 July to 11
th

 August 2019 
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