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Results from Aarhus University for the 

mortar sample we forwarded to them last 

year gave a date of 1248-1305 with an 

89% probability. The date was more than 

two centuries earlier than anyone had 

thought and suggests the tunnel complex, 

from where the sample was taken, is one 

of the few surviving medieval remains in 

Shepton Mallet. The date is also very 

similar to a Glastonbury Abbey tenancy 

record for 1259 for the ‘Lease of 

Durkeshale (Durshill) Mill, near Shepton 

Mallet’, so the tunnels could be the 

remains of the Abbey mill.The Aarhus 

dating, whilst not conclusive, provides Sue 

Shaw with further data towards the now 

much anticipated Darshill, Ham and 

Bowlish mills narrative 

 

Using LIDAR (Light Detection and 

Ranging) maps, Alan Marter and Ian Keys 

have made another search on land opposite 

the Forum Lane/Rubble Lane junction for 

the vanished late-medieval mansion on 

Primrose Hill, but without success. The 

hunt goes on for the property, referenced 

in a local history book published in 1872; 

“A Mr Thomas Strode also had a house – 

now demolished, on the crest of the high 

meadow land overhanging the present 

stone quarry … Primrose Hill”. We know 

from our researches that the Strodes were 

the principal clothier family in our area 

between c1450 to 1700 

 

John Rossiter gave a talk this month to 

members of the Wessex Stationary Engine 

Club about the Robey Engine sited at the 

Darshill Pump House; its purpose, its 

current sorry state and, perhaps, its future?   

   

The Outreach Team has suggested that 

during May we could recreate, with 

community involvement and in period 

dress, the Police Courts that were regularly 

held at The Horse Shoe Inn during the 19
th

 

century. They also propose a Heritage 

Trail Summer Launch Fair in June that 

might include open gardens, with 

refreshments available in one of them, 

tours of houses, a guided tour around the 

locality and various display/sales stalls.  

Can you help by co-ordinating one of these 

activities? The Outreach Team and 

volunteers await your involvement. Please 

contact Eddie Oram for further details   

 

One of the projects’ legacies will be the 

waymarked Heritage Trail which is 

circular starting at St Peters Road, into 

Coombe Lane, continuing along the Wells 

Road as far as Darshill Farm, returning 

through Back Lane, Ham Lane, Forum 

Lane, Bowlish, then onto the Wells Road 

again opposite Old Coach House, then to 

St Peters Road 

 

Thank you to everyone for voting your 

blue tokens in Tesco, Shepton Mallet to 

the DBCS Heritage Project. Earlier this 

week we were in second place, worth 

£1,000, so, please, continue voting for the 

project throughout February and March   

 

Eddie Oram, Hon. Secretary, DBCS 

01749 344154 : Marechiaro, Ham Lane 

eddie.oram@btinternet.com 
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