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The Schools Outreach Team had their first 

meeting with St Aldhelm’s School, 

Doulting this month where we are hoping 

to organise a discovery day in the Autumn 

Term, similar to that with St Paul’s School 

in 2019, to fit in with their Key Stage 

activities. An approach has recently been 

made to Oakhill School and we are hoping 

to stage an activity with Whitstone School 

where the recently appointed headmaster is 

wanting to engage with local organisations 

 

Following our newsletter request last 

month we now have volunteers to take 

forward the re-enactment of a 19
th

 century 

Police Court and the Heritage Trail 

Summer Launch Fair and further detail for 

these two major community activities will 

follow soon. The Community Outreach 

Team have also confirmed their attendance 

at Collett Day, in Collett Park on Saturday 

13
th

 June 2020  

 

Document research reached a milestone 

this month when the history researched by 

Sue Shaw for the Horseshoe Inn covering 

the period 1711 to 1918 was merged with 

that produced by Eddie Oram for the 

period from 1918 to current, in total over 

7,000 words plus numerous illustrations. 

Sue has now produced her final draft for 

Bowlish House which identifies an 

unexpected link between the Anglo 

Bavarian Brewery, Bowlish House and the 

Peninsular Steam Navigation Company, 

which, after a merger in 1840, became the 

Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 

Company, now known to all as P&O 

 

 

At Darkeshole we have identified the 13
th

 

century mill tunnels; think we’ve located 

the mansion site, but confirmation is 

difficult due to changed field boundaries 

over the centuries between the 1606 survey 

and the 1840 Tithe Map. To assist us with 

our understanding of the numerous 

Darshill, Ham and Bowlish mills that have 

been identified we are now consulting with 

an industrial archaeologist 

 

On a recent visit to Bowlish House, 

SVBRG, heritage architects, together with 

our local team, have seen what could be a 

tail leat from an old mill in the cellar. 

Further investigation will be required  

 

The annual survey of the Darshill Bat 

Roost, made recently by Adel Avery, 

Somerset Bat Group and Rebecca Brown 

of Somerset Mammal Group, found both 

Greater and Lesser Horseshoe Bats in an 

ideal temperature and humidity 

 

Following submission in January of a 

project progress report to Heritage Lottery 

Fund we have now received the second 

tranche of our grant, making £18,000 

(90%) in total received to date 
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