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With our three hamlets going through 

centuries of rebuilding and reusing, dating 

buildings from architecture alone has 

proved difficult so we’ve sent three timber 

samples from industrial and agricultural 

buildings in Bowlish for radio-carbon 

dating by Oxford University, a process that 

will take 4 months. Mortar from a property 

in Darshill has been sent to Aarhus 

University, Denmark for similar 

evaluation. Our archaeologists, with the 

landowners’ permission, are working up 

procedures for the digging of test pits at a 

vanished mansion site  

 

The Schools Outreach Team has again 

made the pages of the Shepton Mallet 

Journal with their support for Bowlish 

School’s 150
th

 Anniversary. Ian Keys and 

Lucy Milton gave a talk to the 4 classes on 

19
th

 century children’s lives and former 

pupils Olive Bailey, Mike Burr and Mike 

Rossiter spoke to classes about their 

schooling in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s 

 

Outline plans have been discussed with St 

Paul’s School for an Autumn activity day 

covering the Victorian Industrial 

Revolution, focusing on the production of 

silk cloth at some of the redundant woollen 

mills in and around Shepton Mallet. A 

meeting has also been held with 

Croscombe School where we will run a 

workshop day for 7-11 years’ pupils in 

September or October entitled “the story of 

Sheppey Cloth” which will encompass the 

rise and decline of both the woollen and 

silk industries and the lives of the children 

who worked in them 

 

 

Community Outreach volunteers gave a 

guided heritage tour of Bowlish, Lower 

Ham and Darshill on 11
th

 July with 

proceeds donated to Heritage Project 

Funds. Ian Keys and Eddie Oram will host 

a further walk of our hamlets on 

Wednesday, 14
th

 August, 2019, meet at 

7pm outside Bowlish House Hotel. The 

cost of £5 includes tea and biscuits 

 

Biodiversity activities this month include 

volunteers recording invertebrates 

observed in their gardens whilst all 

residents have been asked to participate in 

the annual Big Butterfly Count  
 

In Sue Shaw’s fascinating draft report for 

Park Farm House she mentions that the 

property was once part of a small estate 

which was included in the half of Shepton 

Mallet granted to the Duchy of Cornwall 

by the Crown in 1421, but under the 

overlordship of Glastonbury Abbey until 

the Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1536 

when the Duchy gained full control 
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