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Ian Keys has posted a series of articles 

on our blog this month. “From Grass 

To Warmth” tells the story of how, 

from the early 15
th

 century, fleeces 

were shorn from sheep, with graphical 

descriptions of the woolen cloth 

processes and dyeing of the wool 

 

Do, please, sign up to the blog at 

www.dbhp.org to receive an email 

advice when new material is added 

 

Prior to returning home to Australia for 

a holiday our researcher, Sue Shaw, 

was having difficulty in genealogically  

linking the Slade/Strode family, who 

appear to have been the 17
th

 century 

occupiers of Ham Manor and Old 

Manor, with the Strode/Penny family 

that in the 18
th

 century were occupiers 

of King Charles House, Darshill, Old 

Manor, and other Ham properties. Our 

first conundrum and one that Sue will 

be following up on her return to UK 

 

SVBRG (Heritage Architects) have 

made detailed internal surveys this 

month of Old Manor, 30 & 32 Back 

Lane and the Mill Masters House. Alan 

Marter anticipates Ham Cottage next 

 

Brian Allen continues to approach 

those charities where he believes our 

project meets their funding criteria, and 

this month has been checking out the 

contributors to the £150k project to 

rebuild the Shepton Mallet Skate Park  

 

If you wish to make a donation our 

Heritage Project account details are - 

DBCS HP : 60-19-11 : 25630512 

Fay Rogers will be hosting the second 

meeting of Outreach volunteers next 

week when the plan will be to turn the 

1641 Shepton Mallet “Poeme” into 

modern English, to break it up to 

decide how to best action each 

component part at the proposed 2020 

pageant, and further develop the initial 

Schools and Community Outreach 

ideas 

 

Jane Williams has organized monthly 

Winter Bird surveys until March 2019 

by 7 households from across our 

hamlets and the surprise sighting to 

date has been a Yellow Wagtail. Jane 

has also launched an appeal for 

‘Biodiversity Detectives’, to look out 

for anything unusual throughout the 

winter months in the garden or near to 

the home; it could be as simple as a 

squirrel on the bird table, but ideally 

accompanied by a photo 

 

We are looking for a volunteer to 

manage our social media presence on 

Facebook and Instagram. Can anyone  

help us, please?  

 

Eddie Oram, Hon. Secretary, DBCS 

01749 344154 : Marechiaro, Ham Lane 
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