
 

  

The Horseshoe Inn, Wells Road, Bowlish 

Above: c1914 Horseshoe Inn from Coombe Lane with Bowlish House on right, courtesy 

Darshill and Bowlish Conservation Society 
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  The Horseshoe Inn stands on the corner of Forum Lane 

and the A371 (Old Wells Turnpike) at Bowlish just before 

it rises up Pike Hill to Shepton Mallet. It is bounded on 

the north by the Sheppey River and would have been 

adjacent to the original bridge crossing the river. 

Although the Inn stands on its original site the road 

network around it changed markedly between 1853-

1855 when the Turnpike was driven through. The original 

King’s Highway between Shepton Mallet and Croscombe 

from Pike’s Hill passed in front of Old Bowlish House then 

uphill to Ham Lane where it continued. The route of the 

“new road” followed the south side of the river at 

Bowlish passing through land and buildings belonging to 

the Bowlish House estate and the Horseshoe, and 

permanently separating the two (see plans right and 

below). The purchase of land from the owners Mr Robert 

Curtis Phillips and Mr James Gale, appropriate 

compensation and wall construction required complex 

legal wrangling with the Shepton Mallet Turnpike Trust.  

Old King’s Highway 

Above 1852: Plan Wells Turnpike Trust1  

Below 1852-3: Plan Shepton Mallet Turnpike Trust2 

 Planned Turnpike road coloured pink with parallel 

black dotted outline. Buildings to be demolished in 

pink. Horseshoe Inn red box. 

 

This has left useful documents1,2 showing the area 

as it was in the 1850s (see above, also Bowlish 

House). 

 

The Horseshoe Inn (occasionally referred to as The 

Three Horseshoes) was built on a small piece of land 

on the southern bank of the Sheppey River next to  

 

 

the bridge at Bowlish. The area was called The 

Willowbed and was probably an unoccupied piece 

of waste land on the edge of what became the 

Bowlish House estate (see Bowlish House). In the 

early 18th century, the land was in the hands of Mr 

William Aplin who had other landholdings in the 

area at the time3. The leasehold was acquired for 



  peppercorn rent and a term of 1000 years in 1711 

by James Johnston a blacksmith of Shepton Mallet. 

It was then divided as a result of inheritance 

through the female line between the Parfitt and 

Colston families, both bakers of Shepton Mallet3. It 

is unclear when the first building on the site took 

place but probably by the middle of the 18th 

century a blacksmith’s shop and a dwelling house 

or Inn called The Horseshoe had been erected. In 

1772 the families sold their shares in the property 

to William Plush the owner of the White Lion Inn in 

Shepton Mallet3 on the condition that William 

Colston and his son Thomas were to have the use 

of the blacksmith’s shop for their natural lives. The 

HER listing gives a date for the Horseshoe of c1800 

(see right) but it is likely to be 30-40 years older. 

 

In 1782 tenancy and then ownership of The 

Horseshoe passed to William Plush’s daughter Ruth 

and her husband John Strode of Ham3. By 1784 the 

Horseshoe was offering accommodation, stabling 

for horses, good food, spirits, wine and other 

beverages.  Under John and Ruth Strode it became 

an established meeting place not only for 

individuals but societies and official bodies. It 

provided a venue for land auctions and inquests as 

well as local court hearings. From 1850 until the 

middle 1880s, the Inn was the Court House for the 

Ancient Order of Foresters’ Friendly Society in 

Shepton Mallet.  

 

The Horseshoe continued under private ownership 

until it was acquired for £850 in 1881 by Berryman, 

Burnell and Company of the Charlton Brewery in 

Shepton Mallet. The company name was changed 

to Charlton Brewery Company Limited in 1904 and 

in 1937 it was acquired by Bristol United Breweries. 

The Horseshoe was then bought with Bristol United 

Breweries by Courage, Barclay and Simonds in 

1961. It was a free house for about 20 years but 

was then again in company ownership.  

 

Details of owners /occupiers of The Horseshoe  

1782-1847: Ruth and John Strode, their daughter 

Ann Maria Strode, owners and innkeepers 

Ruth Plush (1758-1828) was the daughter of 

William Plush innkeeper and Mary his wife, both of 

Shepton Mallet.  As mentioned previously William 

was the owner of the White Lion Inn and in 1772 

bought The Horseshoe with the attached 

blacksmith’s shop. In 1782 Ruth married John 

Strode (1756-1837) the third son of Barnard and 

Mary Strode of the Old Manor in Ham, and The 

Horseshoe was in their hands soon afterwards. This 

may have been part of a marriage agreement or 

Ruth may have inherited the property earlier. By 

1784 John Strode was paying six shillings in land tax 

as the owner and occupier of a “house called late 

Plushes” or “The Horse Shoes”. Whether the 

Horseshoe was actually a licensed Inn at this stage 

is unclear but by the beginning of the 19th century 

John Strode was regularly granted a victuallers’ 

licence for his house at the sign of The Horse Shoe 

which would continue until his death in 18371 (see 

next page).  
 

Between 1783-1793 Ruth and John Strode had 

seven children born at The Horseshoe although 

three of their four sons did not survive to maturity. 

However, their eldest daughter Ann Maria (1787-

1858) remained unmarried and assisted her father 

in running the Horseshoe. In 1828 Ruth Strode died 

and Ann Maria took over management of the 

household. When her father died in 1837 (see news 

next page), Ann Maria ran the Horseshoe alone 

under the executors of her father’s will. In the 1840 

Hunt’s Directory and in the 1841 census Ann Maria 

Strode now 54 years of age is listed as the 

innkeeper. The census shows she was living with a 

female servant and that part of the premises was 

now occupied by a butcher, John Taylor.   

 

 

 

HER LISTING for THE HORSESHOE INN, Wells Rd  

20051 Two cottages now public house  
HER number: 1173704; Grade II  

Circa 1800. Rubble, square Two cottages, now public 

house. Rubble, squared quoins, pantile roof to right, slate 

roof to left, coped verges, brick and rubble stacks. Each 

cottage having square- headed stone doorcase, with one 

flanking window to each side. 12-light sashes in flush 

frames. Corresponding fenestration in identical positions 

on first floor. 2-window return to Forum Lane. 

 

 



 

  

Above: 1823 Victuallers’ licence for John Strode at the sign of The Horse Shoe4  

Ann Maria was still living at the Horseshoe in 1845 

but soon moved to a cottage near the Inn at 

Arthur’s Bridge in Ditcheat where in 1851 she was 

listed in the census as a beer retailer. She died in 

1858 and was buried in Ditcheat.  
 

1847-1849 Mr Frank Nalder, solicitor, mortgagee 

and owner 

In 1847 Henry Strode Penny, John Strode’s nephew 

and one of his executors redeemed the existing 

mortgage on the property and then re-mortgaged 

with full power of sale to Mr Frank Nalder, a solicitor 

well known in the area.  In 1848 Hunt’s Directory 

lists a Thomas Parker as an occupier of The 

Horseshoe presumably a caretaker innkeeper as in 

March 1849 Frank Nalder sold the Inn to James Gale 

of Shepton Mallet. 
 

1849-1876: Mr James Gale proprietor and 

innkeeper  

James Gale (1810-1883) was born in Great Toller 

Dorset the son of Richard and Ann Gale, farmers. 

Little is known of his early life but in 1841 he was an 

ostler living with his wife Maria at the St George’s  

 

 

 

 

Below 1837: Death notice, John and Henry Strode, 

Devizes Gazette 

Tap in the Market Place/High Street in Shepton 

Mallet. Between 1841 and 1851 their three 

children, Jane, Thomas and Maria Gale were born 

there, and lodgers with the family regularly 

included the post boys and horse keepers. James 

remained working as an ostler in High Street after 

buying the Horseshoe and in late 1849 leased it to 

Edward Hodges a young licenced victualler who 

was also living in the Market Place. Between 1852 

and 1853 James Gale as the owner of The 

Horseshoe negotiated the successful sale of the 

Inn’s forecourt to the Trustees for the Wells to 

Shepton Turnpike Road which greatly improved 

local trade. However, in 1863 the licensee Edward 

Hodges died prematurely and his wife Matilda 

took over until the late 1860s (see next page). By  



 

 

  

1871 James Gale and his wife had moved to the 

Horseshoe as innkeepers and five years later sold it 

to Mr John H Griffin the current landlord of the 

Rose and Crown in Croscombe. The Gales retired to 

Laurel Cottage followed by Cats Ash and then West 

Shepton where James died in 1883.  

 

1849-1863: Edward Hodges, landlord under James 

Gale 

Edward Hodges (1823-1863) was the son of 

Stephen Hodges a yeoman farmer and his wife 

Mary Ann Foxwell of Croscombe. By 1841 Edward 

was living in High Street/Market Place, Shepton 

Mallet and earning his living as a carpenter and 

innkeeper of the Black Swan In the Market Place 

probably in close proximity to James Gale. In 1841 

he married Matilda Caroline Showering (1820-

1900) daughter of Samuel Showering of Quarr, 

Shepton Mallet a shoemaker and his wife Sarah 

Maria Dunkerton.  

 

Edward and Matilda Hodges moved to The 

Horseshoe in 1849. Francis Showering Edward’s 

brother-in-law, succeeded him at the Black Swan 

and in 1861 moved to the Ship Inn in Kilver Street. 

Also in 1849 Edward’s father-in-law Samuel 

Showering having previously been a cordwainer in 

Quarr took over the Sun Inn in Market Place and 

ran it until 1855. Four generations of Showering 

brewers and maltsters later, Samuel’s 2x great 

grandson Francis Edwin Showering was famous for 

inventing “Babycham”.  
 

When they moved to The Horseshoe the Hodges 

already had three children and a further six were 

added between 1852-1862 of whom only three 

survived. Soon after arriving in Bowlish their 

second son Albert was almost drowned in the 

Sheppey River (see above right) and as fate would 

have it, he was the only one of their five sons to 

survive childhood. Unfortunately, in 1863 Edward 

Hodges died at the age of 42 years, a great loss to 

the Horseshoe, the community and to The 

Foresters’ Friendly Society the Shepton branch of 

which he helped to found (see above right).  His 

wife Matilda ran the Inn until the late 1860s and 

then moved with her younger children to stay with  

 

 

 

 

Above: 1849, Albert Hodges almost drowned, Bath Chronicle 

Above: 1863, Funeral notice for Edward Hodges, Flying Post 

her eldest daughter Elizabeth who had married and 

was living in Forest Gate, West Ham. Her only son 

Albert emigrated to Australia. 

 

1876-1885: John Henry Griffin owner/landlord 

and his brother Alfred Charles Griffin 

John Griffin (1849-1882) became the owner 

/landlord of the Horseshoe after its sale by James 

Gale in 1876.He was the elder son of Charles 

Griffin, innkeeper of The Packhorse in Town Street, 

Shepton Mallet and his wife Elizabeth Giles 

daughter of a shoemaker in Kilver Street, Shepton. 

In the late 1860s John moved to Paddington, 

London where he was employed as a house 

painter. There he met and married Sarah Frances 

Gordge (1850-1909) the daughter of a house 

painter (probably his employer) originally from 

Lyme Regis in Dorset. The couple married in 1869 

in Paddington where their first child Elizabeth was 

born in 1870 and then immediately moved to 

Tipcote Hill in Shepton Mallet where the baby was 

baptised and John took temporary employment as 

a butcher. By the beginning of 1872 he was 

following in his father’s footsteps as an innkeeper 

and the couple moved to The Rose and Crown in 

Croscombe where three more of their children 

(Frank, Ernest and Frances) were born.  

 

 

 

 



 

  The move to the Horseshoe in Bowlish occurred in 

1876 and Fanny, Charles and Nellie were born 

there between 1877 and 1880. Five years later in 

1881 John Griffin sold The Horseshoe to Berryman, 

Burnell and Company, brewers of Charlton and in 

the same year he transferred the victuallers’ 

licence for The Horseshoe to his younger brother 

Alfred Charles Griffin. John’s ill health may have 

precipitated these changes as he died a year later 

in November 1882 at only 33 years of age. It was 

probably his wish that Sarah marry again as soon 

as possible and that she inherited his estate 

irrespective of remarriage. Four months after 

John’s death Sarah married Henry Charles 

Dunkerton (1858-1919), blacksmith of Market 

Place, Shepton Mallet. They would be once again 

involved with The Horseshoe in 1902 (see later). 

 

In the meantime, after John Griffin’s death The 

Horseshoe was run by his brother Alfred Griffin 

(1856-1938). Alfred was only seven when his father 

died in 1863 at the Packhorse aged 37 years. The 

Packhorse or use of it was left to Elizabeth his wife 

for her life.  In 1865 Elizabeth married Steven Carr 

an engine driver and widower from Durham who 

adopted Alfred Griffin and his sister Emily and 

became innkeeper of The Packhorse.  In 1871 

Alfred was still living at The Packhorse but was now 

employed as an apprentice printer. He soon moved 

to Bristol where he became a print compositor for 

newspapers and in 1879, he married Annie Emily 

Moody (1856-1893). The couple had known each 

other in Shepton Mallet as Annie had lived with her 

grandparents James and Harriet Plaister almost 

next door to The Packhorse in Town Street. Annie 

and Alfred settled in Bristol until in late 1881, they 

returned to Shepton Mallet with their infant 

daughter Edith to manage The Horseshoe. 

 

Alfred remained the licensee of The Horseshoe 

until 1885 and the couple’s daughters Annie and 

Kate were born there. He took on the licence of the 

Bell Inn for a short time but soon after 1888 the 

Griffin family returned to Bristol. Alfred reclaimed 

his employment in the newspaper printing industry 

but still kept beer retailing as a side-line.  

 

 
 

 

 

Licensees and tenants under Berryman, Burnell 

and Company (late 1880s to 1904) and then 

Charlton Brewery Company Limited (1904-WW1)  

Over this period of about 25 years there were six 

licensees of The Horseshoe Inn who took up the 

tenancy for variable lengths of time. In the late 

1880s James Rogers who is an enigma as far as the 

records are concerned, took over from Alfred 

Griffin but stayed only until 1889. 

 

1889-1895: Bessie Dowling née Barrett, innkeeper 

and John E.A. Dowling, publican  

John Edward Adlam Dowling (1865-1929) was born 

in Easton the youngest son of Edwin a farmer and 

Mary Ann Dowling.  By the age of 15 years he was 

employed as a draper’s apprentice and living with 

his widowed mother in Wookey the village in which 

she was born. He then moved to Shepton Mallet 

where he became a gentleman’s outfitter. In 1889 

he married Bessie Barrett (1868-1942) the 

daughter of Edmund Barrett, innkeeper of the 

Three Queens in Town Street. Prior to becoming an 

innkeeper Edmund had been an ostler at The 

George Tap and probably replaced James Gale the 

previous owner of the Horseshoe. He most 

certainly would have been well acquainted with 

him. Edmund became an innkeeper, moved initially 

to the Hare and Hounds Tap in Town Street and 

finally settled at the Three Queens also in Town 

Street where Bessie grew up. Their neighbours 

were the landlords of The Packhorse, Elizabeth and 

Steven Carr. When Bessie Barrett and John Dowling 

took on the tenancy of The Horseshoe after their 

marriage in 1889, it may have been planned. Alfred 

Griffin the departing tenant and innkeeper of The 

Horseshoe was Elizabeth (Griffin) Carr’s son and 

well known to the Barrett family.  

 

The Dowlings ran The Horseshoe together; John 

the designated publican and Bessie the assistant 

although she was probably far more experienced. 

During their time in Bowlish the first three of their 

children (Bessie, Laura and John) were born but by 

1899 they had given up the tenancy and moved to  

Berkshire. However, in 1905 Albert, Bessie with 

their five children returned to Shepton Mallet as 

 

 

 

 



 

  

the innkeepers of The Crown Inn in Commercial 

Road. The family would remain licensees for 62 

years.  John died in 1929 but Bessie took over the 

licence and was still innkeeper of The Crown when 

she died in 1942. She was followed by her daughter 

Laura and then her son Eddie Dowling who finally 

gave up the licence in 1966 (see right). 

  

1895-1901: William James Miles, publican 

In 1895 John Dowling transferred the licence of The 

Horseshoe to William James Miles (1849-1940). He 

was a carpenter by trade, the son of Thomas Miles 

a master carpenter of Garston Street, Shepton 

Mallet and his wife Frances (Fanny). Three of his 

sons worked in the family business as carpenters 

and one as a cooper along with two other 

employees. All the Miles family were born in 

Shepton Mallet. In 1871 William married Caroline 

(1844-1923) daughter of James and Anne Langley 

both from families of coal carriers living in Stoke 

Lane, Stoke St Michael. Their only child Ellen Kate 

Miles was born in Garston Street in 1873.  

 

William and his family moved to Kingston-upon-

Thames, Surrey in the 1870s probably following the 

availability of work in the building boom closer to 

London and obtaining experience beyond his 

father’s business. By 1891 he was a foreman 

carpenter and joiner living in Borough Road, 

Kingston and surrounded by others in the building 

trade.  

 

In the meantime, William’s father and mother had 

become the innkeepers of the White Hart Inn in 

Garston Street. His father died in 1885 and his 

mother took over the Inn. In 1895 William returned 

to Shepton Mallet and became the licensee of The 

Horseshoe in Bowlish. He stayed until early 1902 

and then moved to Bath where he again worked as 

a carpenter and joiner. 

 

1902-1908: Henry Charles Dunkerton, blacksmith, 

landlord and licensee 

In 1902 the licence of The Horseshoe was 

transferred to Henry Dunkerton (1858-1917), 

blacksmith of the Market Place in Shepton Mallet.  

 

 

 

The  

Henry’s wife Sarah Frances was previously married 

to John Griffin who owned and occupied The 

Horseshoe from 1876-1881 when it was bought by 

Berryman, Burnell and Company. She had lived 

there with her children until John’s premature 

death at the end of 1882 and her subsequent 

marriage to Henry Dunkerton in early 1883. Since 

that time, she had lived at the smithy in Market 

Place with Henry and their expanding family.  
 

Henry’s father James Dunkerton was an innkeeper, 

ironmonger and blacksmith born in Butleigh from 

a family of blacksmiths and farriers while his 

mother Mary Ann Nurse was from a farming family 

in West Pennard where James had several 

Dunkerton relatives. At the time of their marriage 

in West Pennard in 1849, James was already 

innkeeper of the Ship Inn in Kilver Street, Shepton 

Mallet as well as a farrier. In 1852 the couple lost 

their house in the Kilver Street fire that destroyed  

Top: 1942 Death notice for Bessie Dowling, SMJ 
Above: 1943 Eddie Dowling Japanese POW, SMJ 

 



 

  

Hardisty’s silk factory. The family then moved to 

Town/High Street where James had established an 

ironmonger’s workshop and their only son Henry 

was born in 1859. At the end of the 1860s the 

Dunkerton family spent a short time at The Swan Inn 

in Kilver Street and then by 1875 made the move to 

Market Place. In 1881 the Dunkerton blacksmith’s 

shop was being run by James working with his son 

Henry and three employees. 

In 1883 Henry married the widowed Sarah Griffin of 

the Horseshoe and moved to the Fountain Inn, Wells 

where Henry was both publican and blacksmith. The 

Inn provided the space for five of Sarah’s children by 

her first marriage who were still under the age of 14 

years and the three babies (Bessie, Flossie and Ellen) 

born to Henry and Sarah between 1884-1887. In 

1888 Henry’s mother Mary Ann Dunkerton died.  His 

father James retired to Southampton and left the 

blacksmith’s shop in Market Place to Henry who with 

his family returned to Shepton Mallet. The 

Dunkertons had another three children between 

1888-1895.  
 

In 1902 Henry and Sarah became landlords of the 

Horseshoe although Henry continued managing the 

blacksmith’s shop in Market Place. Newspaper 

articles confirm the Dunkertons were living in 

Bowlish and that their youngest children James, 

Dorothy and Katie accompanied them. However, it is 

likely that the family lived in Bowlish House rather 

than the Horseshoe.  The reasons for the move to 

the Inn can only be speculative. The Horseshoe may 

have offered a quieter semi-retired life and also 

Sarah’s son Frank Charles Griffin a blacksmith 

trained by Henry, had recently married and was 

working as a smith and farrier in Croscombe. Frank 

went on to hold the licence for the Rose and Crown 

Inn in Croscombe where he was born in 1872 and his 

father and mother John and Sarah Griffin had been 

the innkeepers (see previously).  
 

The Dunkertons had returned to Market Place by 

1909 when Sarah Frances died. In 1912 Henry 

Dunkerton married Mrs Ellen Hawkey, a widow and 

industrial trainer living at the Workhouse in West 

Shepton. Henry Dunkerton died in 1917 at the age of 

59 and was described in his obituary as a prominent  

 

 

 

townsman, genial and industrious, a good 

employer and a friend to many. Mourners at his 

funeral included his step-son Laurence Hawkey 

who had just married Eveline Fear (see Weirside).  
 

1908-1912: James Cox and Mary Jane Cox née 

Barrett, innkeepers  

James Cox (1856-1910) took over the licence for 

the Horseshoe in 1908 from Henry Dunkerton 

after the Three Queens Inn in Town Street of 

which he was the licensee was closed under the 

1904 Licensing Act. This was one of five public 

houses included in the first tranche of closures in 

Shepton Mallet. The Act was a response to the 

strong temperance movement and the view there 

were too many public houses in congested areas. 

It is not surprising that The Three Queens which 

adjoined the Packhorse in Town Street fell foul of 

the Licensing Board.  
 

The Three Queens had been run by the Barrett 

family since at least 1871 and James Cox’s wife 

Mary Jane (1856-1912) was the second daughter 

of Edmund and Mary Barrett and an older sister of 

Bessie Dowling née Barrett previously of The 

Horseshoe.  

 

James did not come from an innkeeping 

background but was the youngest son of Isaac Cox 

a stone mason and Sarah his wife of North Field, 

Somerton. Four of his older brothers were stone 

masons and by 1871 he was following the family 

 

Above: Henry Charles Dunkerton of Shepton 

Mallet, courtesy Ancestry.co.uk 



 

 

  

trade and living with his widowed mother.  In 1879 

he married Mary Jane Barrett of the Three Queens 

Inn in Town Street, Shepton Mallet and the couple 

became beer retailers at The Royal Oak in 

Commercial Street for the next 15 years.  James 

however continued to work as a stone mason as 

well until poor health intervened. In 1889 Mary 

Jane’s father Edmund Barrett died leaving his 

daughter Clara to keep The Three Queens but by 

1893 James and Mary Jane had taken the licence. 

They now had a family of six girls having lost one 

(Ethel) at the age of 11 months.  The move to The 

Three Queens saw the birth of their only son James 

in 1894. The family stayed here for 14 years.  

 

In 1908 the Cox family moved to the Horseshoe Inn 

but James Cox was able to retain the licence for the 

Three Queens until compensation for its closure 

was received. Three daughters (Annie, Sarah Jane 

and Clara) had married and already left home 

before 1908, leaving Bessie, Lillie (Lily), Mabel and 

James to make the move with their parents. In 

August 1910 Bessie was married but James Cox was 

already in poor health by that time and died in 

December 1910 aged 55 years. His wife Mary Jane 

with Lillie (Lily) and Mabel took over running the 

Horseshoe while James became a law clerk in 

Shepton Mallet. However just over a year after her 

husband’s death Mary Jane died in January 1912 

followed by her son James Cox eight months later 

(see right). In 1913 Lily married Hector Elias Moon 

of Park Farm and may have stayed in Bowlish for 

some time after her parents’ deaths. 

 

March 1913-1918: William Allen and Albert 

Alexander Baker, innkeepers 

After the death of Mary Ann Cox, William Allen was 

appointed as a temporary landlord early in 1913 but 

by 1914 Kelly’s Directory lists (Albert) Alexander 

Baker as the Horseshoe’s keeper over the period of 

WW1. Little is known of him but he may be the 

Alexander Albert Baker (1882-1936) married to 

Rose Foxwell (1880-1962) and living in Garston 

Street in the 1911 census.  Alexander was born in 

Glastonbury but moved to Garston Street with his 

parents Alexander Baker a carpenter and Sarah 

Anne his wife by the time he was nine years old. He  

 

Above: c1900 The Cox family 

Sitting: James and Mary Jane Cox 

Standing from left: Clara, Lillie (Lily), Bessie, Sarah 

Jane, courtesy Ancestry.co.uk 

Above: 1912 Obituary James Cox, SMJ 

 

was a tinsmith by trade and in 1904 married Rose 

Foxwell, daughter of Henry Foxwell, a journeyman 

quarryworker and general labourer from 

Croscombe and his wife Martha. Alexander and 

Rose lived in Garston Street, had two children 

Alexander and Ena and then moved to The 

Horseshoe. If this is the Alexander Baker in the 

Trade Directory of 1914, he would have 

undergone a considerable career change. 

However, this would not have been unusual in a 

time of war.  

 

There is no record of what happened to the Bakers 

or exactly when they left the Horseshoe but the 

next tenant of the Horseshoe, Charles Purnell was 

already behind the bar in 1918.  

 

1918-1939 Charles Purnell, landlord 

Following his discharge from the Army in March 

1918 Charles Purnell (1871-1942) became landlord 

of the Horseshoe and so continued his 

employment in the brewery trade having spent the 

pre-war years as a cooper at the Anglo Bavarian 

Brewery. 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Charles and his twin brother Walter were brought 

up by their mother Eliza and her spinster sister 

Sarah March at Cats Ash/Pike Lane, Shepton 

Mallet. Henry, the twins’ father, had married Eliza 

in 1858 but lived away from home working as a 

coachman. Henry died in 1872 whilst Walter sadly 

passed away in 1889, aged 18 (see obituary below). 

 

 
Above: 1889 Obituary Walter Purnell, SMJ 

 

Charles, having completed his apprenticeship as a 

cooper, married Amy Elizabeth Long (1868-1940) at 

Sutton Veny, Wiltshire in 1892 and they moved into 

2 Coombe Lane. A daughter, Melita, was born there 

in 1896 and sons Walter in 1897 and Reginald in 

1900. Living at No 1 Coombe Lane (Nos. 1 and 2 are 

now The Castle) was Herbert Plank, also a cooper, 

whilst brewery labourers were living in the 

adjacent cottages, Nos. 3 and 4. 

By 1911 Charles and his family were living at 10 

Cowl Street and he was a volunteer with the 

Somerset Light Infantry (SLI). In 1914 he was 

enlisted to the 4th Reserve Battalion SLI transferring 

in 1916 to the newly formed 2nd Battalion Royal 

Defence Corps, which was primarily responsible for 

the local defence of the United Kingdom. Charles 

was discharged in March 1918, only a few months 

before the end of WW1, as he suffered from 

myopia; near sightedness. By July 1918 Charles and 

his family had moved from Cowl Street to the 

Horseshoe and soon after taking over he arranged 

for the brewery to carry out repair works to the 

stable and coopers’ workshop. 

Walter married in 1920 and moved to Leicester 

where he was employed in the hosiery trade, whilst 

Reginald married in 1926 and moved to Ilfracombe 

 

where he became head postmaster. In 1921 Melita 

had married Samuel Oatley, a road transport 

contractor, and they were living at Sunnyside, 

Compton Road.  

 

Charles was reputed to be a popular and genial 

landlord and for many years was the local 

chairman of the Somerset Licensed Victuallers 

Association and an Arch Druid of Shepton’s Hope 

and Unity Lodge. He and Amy retired in 1939, 

moving to Mount Pleasant in Compton Road 

where Amy died the following year after being 

invalided for around 10 years. Charles died in 1942 

after collapsing on the platform at Birmingham 

New Street station where he was changing train on 

the way to meet his son Walter in Leicester. 
 

In 1937 the Charlton Brewery Company Ltd was 

acquired by Bristol United Breweries Ltd 
 

1939-1956 Edwin Fowler and Alice Fowler, later 

Alice Drew, landlord and landlady 

Edwin John Fowler (1884-1939) was the eldest of 

ten children born to Uriah and Emily Fowler, a 

family of farmworkers living in South Brewham. On 

his 18th birthday Edwin joined the Royal Navy in 

which he served for 22 years primarily from 1913 

to 1919 on HMS New Zealand (see below), a newly 

commissioned battlecruiser and part of the RN’s 

Grand Fleet which saw action in all three of the 

major North Sea battles against the German High 

Seas Fleet at Heligoland Bight, Dogger Bank and 

Jutland.  

 

 
Above: HMS New Zealand (Courtesy Wikipedia.org) 

 

Whilst on Christmas leave in 1920 Edwin married 

Alice Sophia Pritchard (1888-1962) in Battersea, 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

where Alice was a lady’s maid. Their first son, also 

Edwin John, was born in Battersea in 1922 and after 

Edwin Snr was pensioned off in 1924 the family 

moved to Bristol where their second son, William, 

was born in 1926. 

 

By 1932 the family had moved to Shepton Mallet 

where Edwin Snr had become landlord of the 

Charlton Inn, where he was to remain for the next 

seven years. Although not in good health, Edwin 

Snr moved to the Horseshoe in June 1939 but died 

2 months later, at which time Alice took over the 

license.  

 

Gladys Fowler (1903-1990), youngest sister of 

Edwin Snr, had remained at home in South 

Brewham to care for her parents but following her 

mothers’ death in 1938 her father Uriah was 

committed to Mendip (mental) Hospital, Wells 

where he died in 1941. Later in 1938, Gladys, now 

free of family commitment, married the Rev. 

William Monckton Annesley (1875-1951), the vicar 

of Brewham with Redlynch and they lived at 

Wassall House, Wincanton. In 1949, following the 

death of a cousin, William succeeded to the Irish 

baronetcy as the 13th Viscount Valentia with Gladys 

now titled Viscountess Valentia. 

 

The year of 1944 was mixed for Alice Fowler. She 

married fellow widower Albert (Jack) Drew (1908-

1969) whilst her eldest son Edwin, known as both 

Jack and Chick, was reported missing in action. 

 

Jack Drew was born in the cottage next to Bowlish 

Meadows, 25 Bowlish, and was employed in the 

Windsor Hill quarry. In 1933 he married local girl 

Mildred Maull (1914-1939) and they moved to 39 

Westfield where Mildred died from tuberculosis at 

the age of 24. Derek Jack Drew, their only child, was 

born in 1935 and died in 2018 at Dorchester. After 

Mildred’s death Jack and Derek moved to live with 

Elizabeth Maull, Mildred’s widowed mother at 15 

Darshill, before moving to the Horseshoe in 1944. 

 

News received in December 1944 was that Jack 

Fowler was alive but held as a prisoner-of-war in 

Germany. After his return to the UK Jack worked at  

 

 

 

Clarks but died in 1979. William, his younger 

brother, predeceased him in 1976.  

 

Alice Drew held the license at the Horseshoe until 

retiring with husband Jack in March 1956. 

 

In 1956 Bristol United Breweries Ltd became 

Bristol Brewery Georges & Co. Ltd 

 

1956-1959 Jim Selway, landlord 

Victor James Selway (1918-1993) was born in the 

Binegar/Emborough area and was a roadstone 

quarry worker. He married Eunice Robbins (1927-

2012) on Boxing Day, 1946 in Bath and they had 

three children, Shirley, Wendy and Robin. 

 

The Horseshoe was Jim’s first venture into the 

licensed trade. Bristol Brewery had increased the 

annual rent by 20% from £25 to £30 so to generate 

additional trade Jim carried out some alterations 

by closing the jug entrance from Forum Lane, 

leaving just the main entrance from the Wells 

Road, and internally creating a bar and a smoking 

room. 
 

In addition to Jim’s family, Pamela Robbins, 

Eunice’s younger sister, was also living at the 

Horseshoe and in 1957 having attended a dance at 

the Central Hall, Shepton Mallet she came away 

with the title of “Miss Shepton Mallet” (see below). 
 

Jim moved to the Charlton Inn in October 1959, 

staying there for ten years before retiring to the 

family home in Emborough. 

 

 
Above: 1957 Miss Shepton Mallet, SMJ 

 



 

  

1959-1966 Doreen Tideswell, licensee and Vic 

Tideswell, landlord 

Cyril Victor Tideswell (1910-1970) was born in 

Madeley, Newcastle-under-Lyme and joined the 

Royal Artillery at 18 in 1928, was a police constable 

in Lichfield between 1933 and 1936 and re-joined 

the Royal Artillery at the outbreak of WW2 in 1939. 

In 1946 he transferred to the Military Provost Staff 

Corps (MPSC) and was appointed to HMP Corn Hill, 

Shepton Mallet which from 1939 to 1965 was a 

military prison, and served there until 1951. 

Following service in the Middle East he was re-

appointed to Shepton Mallet in 1955 and retired as 

a Staff Sergeant in 1960, which allowed him to 

become full time landlord at the Horseshoe. In 1966 

he and Doreen moved to West Shepton and he 

returned to Corn Hill when the prison reverted to 

civilian use that year and he was still serving there 

at the time of his death in 1970. 

 

Vic married Doreen Laura Lycett (1915-1993) in 

Lichfield in 1934 and their sons Michael and 

Terence were soon to follow. Doreen was lodging in 

Wolverhampton in 1939 and Wendy and James 

were born during the war years. Doreen, Wendy 

and James were to accompany Vic on his Middle 

East posting, returning from Port Said on the MS 

Dunera in May 1955. Doreen married Roy Jacobs in 

1977 and passed away in 1993. Wendy married 

David C Pratt (see Ham Mill) in 1963 and their eldest 

daughter Ruth currently runs Ciabattino’s Pizza 

from her Town Street premises. 

 

In 1961 Bristol Brewery Georges & Co. Ltd was 

acquired by Courage Barclay & Simonds Ltd. 

 

1967-1976 Don and Louie Wynn, landlord and 

landlady 

The Wynn’s took over the Horseshoe at the time 

The Road Safety Act 1967 brought into use the 

Roadside Breathalyser which was to have a 

significant impact on the licensed trade. To 

compensate for their much reduced drinks sales 

landlords needed to broaden their offering and so 

food became a major attraction, which Don and 

Louie were well qualified to deliver. 

 

 

 

 

Donald William Wynn (1914-1977) was based at 

RAF Lyneham in 1939 working as a chef and 

travelling manager. After WW2 he was living at his 

family’s home in Birmingham and following his 

marriage there to Anne Louie Owens in 1949, they 

continued to live with his parents. Louie had a 

pronounced Irish accent and after moving to the 

Horseshoe her influence on the special menu for a 

St. Patrick’s Night celebration was clear, “Real Irish 

Stew”! 
 

Don and Louie had wanted to purchase the 

Horseshoe from Courage to become a free house 

and were eventually successful sometime around 

1970.  The following year Don and Louie had a new 

innovation for St. Valentine’s Night with ‘cook 

your own steak at your table’ (see below). 
 

 
  Above & below: Wynn’s adverts, 1969 and 1970, SMJ 

 

 
 

The Wynn’s enjoyed a very successful 9 years at 

the Horseshoe and mentored Trevor Jacobs prior 

to their retirement in September 1976 to live in 

nearby Coombe Lane. Sadly, Donald was to pass  

 



             

   

  

away the following year. 
 

1976-1977 George Dickenson and Trevor Jacobs, 

joint licensees 

George and Trevor were business partners and ran 

the Horseshoe with their wives Ann and Mary. The 

key figure though was Trevor Jacobs, 29 years of age 

and seeking a life and income stream for when his 

football career had ended. 

 

Trevor Frederick Jacobs (1946-2014) enjoyed 

successful careers with both of Bristol’s professional 

clubs. He signed for City in 1965 and went on to 

make 131 appearances for ‘The Robins’ between 

1966 and 1973 before moving to Rovers where he 

made 83 appearances for ‘The Gas’ before injury 

forced him to retire from the professional game at 

the end of the 1974/75 season. His plan was then to 

play semi-professionally in the Western League – he 

signed for Bideford Town in 1976 – and develop a 

new career outside of football. 
 

It was soon apparent that income from the 

Horseshoe, and the accommodation available, was 

insufficient to support two families so George and 

Trevor moved on in August 1977. Trevor stayed in 

the licensed trade and took on the Baccy Jar in 

Whitchurch, Bristol, whilst still playing Western 

League football with Frome Town, Paulton Rovers 

and Clevedon Town. He started coaching Rovers’ U-

13 side in 1983 and became a postman in 1986, 

retiring in 1998. 

 

1978-1981 various landlords 

 

1981-1983 Ron and Jill Smith, licencees 

With mortgage rates reaching 11.75% at mid-1978 

and climbing to 15% by the end of 1981 the licensed 

trade was struggling and the Horseshoe was no 

exception. It isn’t clear as to who were the owners, 

licensees and/or landlords during 1978 and 1979, 

but in 1980 the new owners were Sheila and Barrie, 

who had placed some striking advertisements in the 

local press (see above right) before selling on quite 

quickly in 1981 to Ron and Jill Smith. 
 

In a difficult trading climate, the Smith’s set out to 
 

 

 

develop trade by targeting local businesses at 

the Anglo Trading Estate and those outside of 

the town centre with special offers on meals at 

lunchtimes, whilst in the evenings they hosted 

darts and shove ha’penny teams to supplement 

their ‘locals’ trade. Throughout their ownership 

of the Horseshoe, Ron maintained his weekday 

job leaving Jill to run the pub during the daytime 

hours. The Smiths sold the Horseshoe in 1983 to 

take over at the Bear Hotel in Wincanton.  

 

Dave and Rae were the new landlords but they 

only stayed for about a year before selling to 

Roger and Judith Tordoff who were to enjoy five 

very successful years at the Horseshoe.  

 

1984-1989 Roger and Judith Tordoff, licencees 

Roger was born in Leeds in 1943 in a house 

adjacent to the Yorkshire County Cricket Ground 

at Headingley. His first job in 1964 was with 

Tetley Walker, a division of Allied Breweries 

along with Ansells and Ind Coope. He was 

appointed an area sales manager for Joshua 

Tetley & Son in Newcastle, and whilst working 

there he met and married Judith Wharton (1948-

2017) in Durham in 1969. He later became a 

sales manager with Ind Coope covering 

Hampshire, Surrey and Berkshire before joining 

Gibbs Mew of Salisbury, where he worked for a 

subsidiary company, Robert Porters, developing 

trade in Central London. 

 

 

 

 

Above: 1980 Horseshoe, owners Sheila & Barrie   



 

  

He recalled his first night at the Horseshoe as if ‘half 

of Shepton Mallet had come along for the opening’.  

The Horseshoe was again a busy pub and Judith’s 

freshly cooked food was a major attraction, whilst 

the offer of Ham & Chips and as many eggs as you 

like – apparently one man ordered and ate five – 

was a popular choice. Lunchtimes were busy with 

many customers from Showerings, then a 

subsidiary of Allied Breweries, where Roger still had 

many contacts, whilst evenings and Sunday 

lunchtimes drew a regular audience of diners, 

many from Bowlish. 

 

Fred Bounds from Rectory Road, Shepton Mallet 

was usually the first customer of the day at 11am, 

and George Nightingale from North Wootton, a 

doctor for HMP Corn Hill, would pop in for a large 

Glenmorangie at 11.30am on his way to the prison. 

 

There were three teams from the Horseshoe 

playing in the Wells & District Darts League, whilst 

Roger was both a winner of the Landlords Trophy, 

playing at the Shapway Inn, Evercreech, and the 

League President. Raffles in the bar for 

autographed cricket bats to support the benefit 

season of Somerset County Cricketers were an 

annual feature organised by John Smith (13 

Bowlish) and the Horseshoe saw visits from Ian 

Botham, Viv Richards, Joel Garner and Colin 

Dredge.  
 

The Tordoffs sold the Horseshoe in 1989 to The 

Wiltshire Brewery and moved to Pilton.  Roger ran 

a fruit and vegetable business in Glastonbury High 

Street for a few years before opening Cary Fruit & 

Greens in Castle Cary which he ran for 19 years 

before retiring. 

 

1989-1998 The Wiltshire Brewery (Inn Business 

Group Ltd) property owners 

This period of the Horseshoe’s history is best 

summed up in an interview featured in The 

Morning Advertiser in August 2001 with Stephen 

Lambert, then chief executive of Punch Taverns, 

who recalled that his first involvement with the pub 

industry was “… running a troubled Wiltshire  

 

 

 

  

brewer and its seventy unloved pubs”. 

 

 
 
 

Temporary managers and short-term leaseholders 

came and went with increasing regularity – Richard 

and Ann, Hugh and Fay, Jim and Christine, Vic and 

Maureen, Chris, Martin and Anna, and Chris again 

were but some of those to serve behind the bar.  
 

In 1999, Inn Business Group was acquired by 

Punch Taverns  
 

1999-2006 Alan Foot, landlord 

Alan Foot and his partner Sandra had been visiting 

the area for some months looking for a pub to take 

over and were staying B&B at the Horseshoe, 

where Chris Atyeo was the landlord. Alan and 

Sandra subsequently met the Inn Business area 

manager and they decided to take on the lease of 

the Horseshoe at a weekly rent of £350. They were 

behind the bar in the week before Christmas, but 

whilst Sandra left after a few weeks, Alan enjoyed 

an eventful seven years as landlord. 

 

Alan, born 1947 in Fulham, had married Linda 

Dobrzynski-Dobbie in the Register Office at Fulham 

Town Hall in 1972 and they moved to Tylers Green, 

Buckinghamshire. Alan was working as a credit 

control manager with Long & Hambly in High 

Wycombe until 1986 when he took redundancy 

and became self-employed in the finance industry, 

primarily related to debt collection. His marriage to 

Linda had broken up and he had moved house to  

 

 

Bridgwater Journal, 30th Sept 1989 



 

 

  

Chinnor, Oxfordshire.  

 

The first few years at the Horseshoe were quite 

successful for Alan, with a good drinks trade being 

supported with Sunday lunches cooked by Lyn 

Nolan, live music evenings and pool and darts 

teams. He organised a series of ‘big name’ concert 

evenings featuring Vikki Clayton from the band 

Fairport Convention, Isla St Clair a singer and actress 

better known as a hostess on TV’s Generation 

Game, Julie Felix the universally known folk singer 

and songwriter, Vin Garbutt, a protest folk singer, 

and John Kirkpatrick, the renowned folk musician. 

There were live music nights every other Saturday, 

with regular appearances from ‘Cara’ who changed 

in a mobile home parked in Forum Lane and entered 

the Horseshoe to boxing style ‘ringwalk’ music. 

 

There were two Horseshoe pool teams playing in 

the Shepton Mallet & District Pool League, for which 

Alan was fixtures secretary, and he arranged an 

exhibition evening with European Pool Champion 

Pat O’Kane. In 2004 Alan won a Punch Taverns trade 

competition and the prize was a celebrity darts 

evening at the Horseshoe with the five times world 

champion Eric Bristow. Alan also sponsored the re-

formed Shepton Mallet Cricket Club. 

 

In 2005 Punch Taverns sold the Horseshoe to 

Admiral Taverns but by then trade had become 

increasingly difficult and it was no surprise when the 

Horseshoe closed in 2006. Alan retired and moved 

to Shepton Mallet. 

 

2008-2017 Ken and Steph Turner, licensees 

The Horseshoe remained closed throughout 2007, 

the year in which the Smoking Ban in all enclosed 

work places was introduced in England and which 

was to have a dramatic downward effect on the pub 

trade nationally. 

 

Ken and Steph had sold the Poachers Pocket at 

Chelynch and moved to a rented property in 

Croscombe whilst contemplating their retirement. 

The lure of the trade proved too much for them and 

in January 2008 they purchased the Horseshoe as a 

free house.   

 

 

 

Ken was a carpenter by trade and he carried out 

much of the significant refurbishment made at the 

Horseshoe which, for the first time in its history, 

now included a skittle alley. 

 

A number of customers followed Ken and Steph 

from the Poachers, Steph continued providing 

meals, albeit on a much smaller scale, and there 

were now darts, shove ha’penny and skittles 

teams playing at the Horseshoe. Music became a 

regular feature, with singers or bands at the 

weekend and a varied open-mic session on a 

Monday evening, which saw performances from 

many locals, including Chris Pilmore with the 

heavy metal band Black Forge, the supremely 

talented acoustic soul artist Chris Scott, who 

passed away in 2019, and Doug Siddons on guitar, 

who also provided the sound systems. Steph 

organised community lunches to commemorate 

St. Patrick’s Day, Trafalgar Day and Christmas, she 

introduced a monthly quiz and there were bingo 

nights too, but regular trade was still hard to come 

by. 

 

After Steph left the business in 2013, Ken 

continued to run the Horseshoe, now offering Bed 

with make your own Breakfast, but no longer 

providing meals at lunchtime or evening. He 

became a regular player with the Well Shod 

skittles team playing in the Wells & District League 

but his health was beginning to worsen and in 

early-2017 he retired and moved to Devon where 

he passed away in August 2020. 

 

Above: Ken Turner (Facebook.com) 



 2017- Brian and Carol Blinman, licensees 

Brian and Carol had run the Wine Vaults in Shepton 

Mallet High Street for almost 30 years before 

retiring in 2015 to their home in West Shepton. But 

like the Turners before them they too could not 

resist the urge to return to the trade so in April 2017 

they took over at the Horseshoe. 

 

Brian Leslie Blinman was born in Wells in 1949 

whilst Caroline Margaret Lane was born in Frome in 

1947. They married at All Saints’ Church, Oakhill in 

1970. 

 

Prior to taking on the Wine Vaults, Brian had worked 

for Dave Hobley (E Hobley & Son, Ironmongers in 

Shepton Mallet High Street) who in 1980 had just 

launched a new business fitting and maintaining gas 

appliances and supplying the Calor Gas to fuel them.  

 

Brian was the finance director at Shepton Mallet 

Football Club, prior to becoming chairman having 

been appointed to the board in 1996. He resigned 

from the board in 2005. His current football 

interests extend to owning season tickets at the 

Emirates Stadium, home of Arsenal FC.  
 

Horse racing is also a sport that Brian enjoys. He 

 

 

 

was a very successful owner in partnership with 

Kevin Haskins with horses that ran under National 

Hunt rules and were trained at Ditcheat by Paul 

Nicholls. During a ten year period from 1996 they 

had a 28% win ratio but their most successful 

period covered the 1995-96, 1996-97, 1997-98 

seasons when they were in the winners’ 

enclosure 32 times, 19 of them as the winner. 

Their final prize came in March 2005 in the 

Midlands Grand National at Uttoxeter when 

Howdydoody ridden by Ruby Walsh finished third 

and earnt them £12,776. 
 

The Horseshoe closed its doors on Friday 20th 

March 2020, along with all other pubs in the UK, 

as part of the COVID-19 restrictions imposed by 

HM Government.  
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Above: The Horseshoe in Bowlish, 2020 


